IMPACT ON INTEGRATION

In order to explore the impact of teacher training on integration an “index of integration” was constructed. In each school every subject on the curriculum was given a score ranging from zero to 3 depending on the frequency of ICT use. The sum of these scores for all subjects provided a single numerical indicator of the level and frequency of use of ICT in the school. The average integration score was 12.6 in primary schools, and 8.3 in post primary schools.

Primary schools where no teacher had participated in training had a lower average integration score (9.8) than schools where at least one teacher had been trained. In the post primary schools a similar pattern appeared. Those schools where no teachers had been trained had an average integration score of 6.8, while those where 20 or more teachers had been trained had scores of over 9.

These figures suggest that there is some connection between training and ICT integration. However a number of other factors appear to be at least as strongly related to levels of ICT integration. Three factors that appear to be related to the level of integration are:

· Teachers in the school having done a higher degree in ICT in education.

· School having participated in a pilot project (even if not related to ICT)

· The school principal's use of email.

In primary schools where no teachers had a higher degree in ICT the average integration index was 11.9, while in those schools where one or more had a higher degree the average was 13.4. In post primary schools the same pattern emerged, with integration index rising from 7.6 for those schools with no teacher with a higher degree in ICT in education to 9.4 for those where 3 or more teachers had such a qualification.

A second key factor was participation in an ICT pilot project. As might be expected those schools that had been part of an ICT pilot had higher levels of integration than other schools. However schools that had participated in an innovative project unrelated to ICT also showed higher levels of ICT integration.

The level of ICT skill of the school principal also appeared to be related to the level of integration. School principals were not asked to indicate their level of skill, but were asked to indicate whether they used email “never”, “occasionally” or “frequently”. Schools where the principal made frequent use of email had higher integration scores than other schools at both primary and post primary level.
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