Censoring Freedom of Expression

In Module 1, you will examine media censorship and the rights of student journalists. You will also review the contents of many different kinds of printed and online news media such as newsletters, newspapers and news magazines. Finally, you will determine what is "news-worthy," and explore editorial decisions. 
Media Controls and Censorship 

One of the major issues that has emerged in today's society is the question of whether it is right for journalists to tackle and expose unpopular subjects and uncover issues that some feel shouldn't be investigated or reported. 

In all aspects of popular culture and society, there are many expressions of popular culture and the media (for example, film, video, the Internet, books, videogames, music, radio, TV, and advertisements), that many argue should be subject to censorship and regulation, to be made socially responsible to the values of the community. Laws are passed and efforts are made to censor information distribution through Internet filters, TV and movie ratings, and other 'indecency' laws. 

For the purposes of this module, we will briefly examine the fundamental rights that are guaranteed to exist, and how media censorship and control of information often are opposed to those rights. 

(1) Read Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights below. It protects the fundamental right of 'freedom and expression':
“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers”.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/index.htm  
This site provides the entire declaration of rights in different languages.
(2) Read also the very similar Article 19 in the United Nations' International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. It has similar safeguards:

1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference. 

2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice. 

The United Nations' International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a_ccpr.htm 

(3) Also read the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights of the US Constitution. It protects the right of "free press":

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

To further investigate these freedoms and how they are expressed in today's world, examine these suggested websites, with your teacher's guidance: 

IFEX: International Freedom of Expression eXchange
http://www.ifex.org/ 
This site provides timely examples of how 'freedom of expression' has been violated or suppressed throughout the world. A 'Hot Topics' section includes the topics: "Internet Censorship" and "Journalism Ethics". 

Vigilant.TV: The Top 25 Acts of Media Censorship, 2002-2003
http://vigilant.tv/article/3252 
Although opinionated, this site gives lots of actual examples of how the media has been censored throughout the world. 
The First Amendment Center 
http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/ 
From the side panel on the right, select the link to "Lesson Plans." Scroll down the page and select Lesson #8: Where Do Student Press Rights Start … and Stop? The next page shows links to lesson plans including three case summaries regarding rights of the student press. Your teacher will describe the specific content to be reviewed.

Exercise 1.1: Discussion on Media Censorship and Freedom of Expression

In your teams, discuss the questions below and be ready to report out to the class.

· What do these clauses and articles regarding human rights and the 'free press' mean to you? Are they necessary in today's society?

· Do you think that people have the right to know everything about what is going on in the society in which they live? 

· Who should decide what is permissible for the members of the community to know or experience?

· Should there be different standards or guidelines for teenagers or children from those for adults? Why or why not? Who should determine these guidelines?

· Are these safeguards necessary, or are they too strict? What if these safeguards were not guaranteed? 
Summarize your group’s opinion on media censorship and freedom of expression based on your discussion of the questions above.

	

	

	


Introducing Newsletters
Your team will choose and examine a variety of printed and on-line versions of newsletters, newspapers, and news magazines. Consider the following questions while examining these sources: 

· What is the purpose of each newsletter or news magazine?

· Who is the intended audience?

· Typically, what kinds of information and content are provided?

· What design and layout elements are used to create a visually appealing product?

Exercise 1.2: Introducing Newsletters

Your team is to choose and examine a variety of printed and online versions of newsletters, newspapers, and news magazines from the list of suggested sites (see below). Preview 2-3 sites from the links given, and select one from each section to complete the chart:

 Online Newsletter Sites:

	Selection 1:

Name of Online Newsletter:
	

	Purpose:
	

	Intended Audience:
	

	Type(s) of information provided:
	

	Visually appealing layout and design elements:
	


Below are suggested web sites for online newsletters for your team to examine. Briefly browse through two or three sites, and choose one to analyze.
Shine: An Example of a Corporate Newsletter
http://www.nzte.govt.nz/article/0,1973,SectionID%253D13582,00.html 
A newsletter about New Zealand Trade and Enterprise economic development and trade activities.
British Museum Company Newsletter
http://www.britishmuseum.co.uk/newsletter/newsletter.htm 
An example of an online newsletter from the British Museum.
The Phoenix Newsletter
http://www.schools.ash.org.au/daptohigh/2004%20March.pdf
An example of a 4-page newsletter in two-column format, with pictures, graphics, and various kinds of articles.

HS Newsletter
http://www.ofs.edu.sg/newsletters/0403-HS.pdf
A 4-page colorful newsletter from the Overseas Family School in Singapore.

HS District 211 Newsletter
http://www.d211.org/PDF%20Lib/SupNewsletters/supnews4-04.pdf
A newsletter from the Superintendent of a high school.

Community Newsletter 2003
http://www.nps.gov/seki/fire/fireinfo/newsletters/2003prenews.pdf
An example of a 3-column newsletter from the Department of the Interior of the National Park Service.

Menasha High School Newsletter
http://www.mjsd.k12.wi.us/mhs/documents/pdf/newsletters/MHSNewsletterApril04.pdf  
A 3-page newsletter of a typical high school.

Online Newspaper and News Magazine Sites:

	Selection 2:

Name of Online Newspaper or News-Magazine:
	

	Purpose:
	

	Intended Audience:
	

	Type(s) of information provided:
	

	Visually appealing layout and design elements:
	


Below are suggested web sites for online newspaper and news magazines for your team to examine. Briefly browse through two or three links in each site, and choose one to analyze, in order to complete the chart.

Wall Street's Executive Library
http://www.executivelibrary.com/ 
Select links from the "News Center" section entitled: "Online Newspapers" and "International Newspapers." Notice that there's also a link to "Today's International Front Pages," a section on "Commentators," and more links to online newsmagazines under the general topic of "Magazines, Journals, etc."

Newspapers US and Worldwide
http://www.refdesk.com/paper.html 
Another complete collection of links to online versions of newspapers and newsmagazines. 

Printed or Hard-Copies of Newsletters
These will be supplied by your teacher. Browse through two or three of the newsletters that are provided, and choose one to analyze in order to complete the chart. 

	Selection 3:
Name of Printed Newsletter (provided by teacher):
	

	Purpose:
	

	Intended Audience:
	

	Type(s) of information provided:
	

	Visually appealing layout and design elements:
	


Newsworthy Articles

Now that your team has discussed freedom of the press, media censorship, and looked at and analyzed a variety of different kinds of news media, your team will now be investigating the issue of newsworthy-ness.

Your team is to scan several articles from the same selection of online and printed newsletters and newspapers that you have already examined, and then discuss what makes each of the articles 'news-worthy'. 

Consider the following questions when examining your chosen articles and be prepared to share with the class:

· Why is this event or issue important or unimportant?

· Who is affected or will care about the event or issue?

· What will be the reactions of the readers?

· Will the reader be able to make good decisions after reading the article? 

Exercise 1.3:  Define “News-worthy”

Present your definition of "news-worthy" (below) and be prepared to provide at least one example from your chosen sources.


	To our team, “news-worthy” means:

	

	Choice of Article #1 - Title of Article and One-Sentence Summary:

	

	Describe what makes this article 'news-worthy':

	

	

	Choice of Article #2 - Title of Article and One-Sentence Summary:

	

	

	Describe what makes this article 'news-worthy'

	

	


Editorial Decisions

Your team will assume the role of a newspaper editor who must decide what information to report, and what information to withhold in a series of prospective news stories. Your resource will be an online Web site titled "You Be the Editor" (see below) with real-world case summaries.

There are no right or wrong answers in this exercise, but your team must come to some sort of agreement and report back its final decision to the other teams.

Consider the following discussion questions:

· What is the role of a newspaper?

· What is the role of a newspaper editor?

· Should the whole truth always be told?

· Under what circumstances does the public's right to know conflict with a person's right to privacy?

Your teacher will let you know which case summaries for prospective news stories your team is to review and make an editorial decision about.  The case summaries can be accessed at:

You Be the Editor
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/educational/lessons/secondary/broadcast_news/you_be_the_editor.cfm
Exercise 1.4: Role-playing Editorial Decisions: You Be the Editor

	Team's Case Choice: #
	
	

	Team's Decision:
	

	

	

	

	Team’s Reasoning:

	

	

	


After making your own team's decision, review the editorial decisions that were made by newspaper professionals, and discuss their reactions.

Exercise 1.5: Should Freedom of Expression be Controlled or Censored?

Respond to the question and explain the reason for your answer.

· Should freedom of expression be controlled or censored? 
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