What does the Future Hold?

	Project 13

	Project Duration about 8-10 hours

	Curriculum Links
This project is aligned to the Revised National Curriculum Statement for Senior Phase. It could also be used as enrichment for Grade 6  learners. See Appendix A, Curriculum Links,
 for detailed explanations.

· Technology 
· Social Sciences

· English Language 

· Arts and Culture

· Life Orientation




In this project, learners become researchers in their own communities to discover how people feel about South Africa in the future. They develop questionnaires and then interview a variety of people to find out their views. They enter the data they collect in a spreadsheet and then develop graphs to support a report that they write. This report summarises their findings. 

	Project Objectives

In this project, learners will:

· develop a series of open-ended questions

· develop logical and useful questionnaires

· discuss, explain, and practise interviewing skills

· interview community members

· use Excel to correlate their findings

· use Excel to correlate their teams’ findings 

· footnote quotations and imported graphics and graphs correctly

· write a report to summarise their findings.



Challenge for Learners 

You can give this challenge directly to learners or read it aloud. A copy of the challenge (Project 13 Challenge) is also included on the CD-ROM.

You are a member of a research team that has been contracted to find out how communities feel about South Africa’s future. Your team will need to develop questionnaires and then interview members of the community using these questionnaires. It is your responsibility to interview a broad range of people in your community including children, elders, community officials, health workers, teachers and so on. The information that you collect will need to be analysed and then written up as a report. 

Your team must accomplish the following tasks to complete this assignment:

1.
Develop a list of open-ended questions for use on a questionnaire and in interviews.

2. Interview a range of community members in order to get as many responses as possible.

3. Analyse your data to establish what your findings represent. 

4. Use Excel to compare and correlate your findings with those of others in your team.

5. Write up a report in which you share your findings.

Project Details

Learners are encouraged to look at the world around them and consider how they and others in their community see the future of South Africa. They also find out more about their future by reading newspapers and searching the Web. 

Learners work in groups of four to develop questionnaires. These questionnaires are used to gather data from members of their community. Through analysing their own, and other members of their team’s, data they will develop a clearer understanding of how people see the future of South Africa. Learners then write up their findings in a report using any additional aspects they may need, e.g. images, graphs, data tables or tallies, quotations, etc. These reports are shared with other teams in the class and similarities and differences between the reports are identified and discussed. 


Learner Prerequisites

Internet access

· Web navigation skills

· Optional: Using a search engine

Microsoft Word  

· Opening a document

· Saving a document

· Printing a document

· Inserting graphs, images, etc, into a document

· Footnoting quotations 


Microsoft Excel

· Opening a spreadsheet

· Saving a spreadsheet

· Creating a spreadsheet

· Inserting information into a spreadsheet

· Optional: Creating graphs


PowerPoint

· Optional: Creating graphics 

Classroom Technology Resources

· Internet access for access to the www.epals.com Web site and for sites related to research (see below for specific sites)

· Microsoft Word

· Microsoft Excel

· Microsoft PowerPoint

Materials for Teachers
· Board or flip chart paper

· Chalk or markers

· Copies of the Challenge (above) for each learner, also located on the CD-ROM (Project 13 Challenge)

· Copies of the Questionnaire Worksheet located on the CD-ROM (Project 13 Questionnaire Worksheet)

· Copies of the Data Analysis Spreadsheet  located on the CD-ROM 
(Project 13 Data Analysis Spreadsheet)

· The Excel Assessment Tool (Project 13 Excel Assessment Tool on CD-ROM)

· Questionnaire Assessment Tool (Project 13 Questionnaire Assessment Tool on CD-ROM)

Suggested Web Sites

http://www.statpac.com/surveys/
This Web site has a free tutorial on how to develop questions and design questionnaires. Look closely at Questionnaire design, Order of questions, Qualities of a good question and Question wording. 

Additional Materials and Resources 

For Learners

· Copies of local newspapers and magazines to find stories or articles about South Africa in the future. 

For Teachers

· Contact your local newspaper or municipality to obtain lists with addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses of local leaders. Perhaps learners could ask them to complete a questionnaire. 

· It would be useful if you could get hold of a copy of South Africa 2014 - The story of our future edited by Stuart Pennington, Brett Bowes and Guy Lundy. This book is a product of the "South Africa - Good News" project and is available from all leading bookstores and local libraries. This book looks forward to South Africa’s future in 2014. 

· Another wonderful book you could introduce to your learners is Pay it Forward by Catherine Ryan Hyde. There is also a film entitled Pay it Forward that was based on the book. You should be able to get a copy of this from your local video shop. The website: http://www.payitforwardmovement.org/ also provides information on the Pay it Forward process.
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Assessment Ideas

· Read through this project carefully before you introduce it to your learners. Adapt and adjust it so that it is viable for the learners, in both your school and community. Select which aspects you will complete and which assessment tools you will therefore need. Make sure that your learners are always clear about what they need to do and how they will be assessed before you begin.

· Monitor your learners while they develop their questionnaires. The informal notes you make during this time will help provide insight into the final questionnaires that each team develops.

· Use the Questionnaire Assessment Tool (Project 13 Questionnaire Assessment Tool on the CD-ROM) to assess their questionnaires. 

· Use the Excel Assessment Tool (Project 13 Excel Assessment Tool on the CD-ROM) to assess their data analysis spreadsheets and the graphs they have developed based on these spreadsheets. 

· Use the Report Assessment Tool (Project 13 Report Assessment Tool on the CD-ROM) to assess their finished reports.

Enrichment Activities

Getting learners to e-mail their questionnaires to respondents in other provinces can extend this project. There are a number of South African school sites that provide Web site addresses for schools around South Africa. Get learners to search the Web to find these sites and then communicate via e-mail with other schools and learners.  

Teams could jointly collate their data so that an entire class’s data is contained on one spreadsheet. Comparing the differences between ten respondents, 40 respondents and a possible 350 respondents will make for interesting data comparison. 

Getting learners to communicate with learners in other countries could also expand the project. They could do this through E-pals, a website that co-ordinates access between learners around the world. It would be interesting for learners to find out how people outside out South Africa feel about our country. 

Support Strategies

Take care in structuring groups to ensure that learners who need additional support are grouped with learners who are strong, independent learners. As learners develop their questions and conduct research, you may need to guide them in designing questions and drawing conclusions from their data. You may need to give some learners additional time to complete their data analysis. If there are a large number of learners who need research perhaps allow stronger learners to complete the analysis as this is the most complex aspect of this project. 

In-Class Steps

1. Get learners to read the following article: Fast Forward to the Future SA. If this is not possible read it aloud to them or make copies for everyone in the class. Facilitate a discussion based on the topic: The value of having a positive outlook in life. Allow learners to contribute ideas and note them on a flip chart or on the board. 
2. Learners may not believe that having a positive outlook in your own life can make a difference in the country. If this seems to be a stumbling block, task learners to smile at every person they see or pass in the next 24 hours. Get them to feedback the results of their actions. It is highly likely that most of them had a better day than usual and that most of the people they smiled at smiled back. You could also read them excerpts from the book Pay it Forward or show them the film by the same name. The Warner Brothers Web site has a nice interview with the author that you could also use: Pay it Forward.
3. Divide learners into groups of four and provide each learner with a copy of the challenge as well as a copy of the assessment tool (above and on the CD-ROM). Allow learners to discuss and comment on the challenge and the assessment tool. Make sure that learners understand the assessment criteria and what is expected of them in the challenge. 

4. Ask learners to briefly discuss what they think helps to gather valuable and useful data. Then get them to consider the Questionnaire Worksheet on the CD-ROM (Project 13 Questionnaire Worksheet) to begin to develop their own questionnaires. Remind them that everyone in their group must be happy with the finished product. 

5. Task each learner to find ten people that they can ask to complete their questionnaire. 

6. When their questionnaires are complete ask learners to rate each response as either positive or negative. In order to do this, learners need to read through each response and highlight positive words in green and negative words in red. They then rate each response +1 for positive or –1 for negative. 

7. Get learners to enter this information into the Data Analysis Spreadsheet (Project 13 Data Analysis Spreadsheet) in order to see patterns that emerge from their research. They can then develop a variety of graphs based on the data.

8. Ask learners to share their findings with the others in their team. Ask them to compare and contrast what they have discovered. Through this comparison they are likely to find patterns in their data. Ask learners to extend their data analysis spreadsheet in order to place all the data from their group into one spreadsheet and create graphs for their report.   

9. Learners then develop their report in Microsoft Word. Remind them that they need to produce evidence from their questionnaires to support their findings. This evidence can be in the form of graphs, quotations, graphics, etc. Help learners to import the graphs and other graphics they would like to use in the report to support their findings.    
10. Help learners to footnote their additions, in particular the quotations that they may select from the questionnaires. It is important that learners state where the words have been taken from. 

11. If possible, allow learner teams to share their findings with others in the class. They could then discuss the similarities and differences between their reports. 
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