To Whale or Not to Whale

	Project 7

	Research Guide and Directed Browser


Background (For all roles)

Japan has resumed hunting Minke whales for scientific research. They have petitioned the International Whaling Commission to allow them to begin hunting Sei, Minke, Bryde’s, and Sperm whales. 

IWC
This site will help you understand the organisation that has asked for your committee’s recommendation. Answer these questions to find out more about the organisation: 

Who is the IWC? 

What is their purpose? 

What countries belong to the IWC? 

What occurred in 1982? 

What was the reaction to this decision?

Whaling Entry in Encarta Encyclopedia
What is whaling? 
What products were made from whales?

Greenpeace Whale Site
Who is Greenpeace? 

What purpose does this site serve? 

Is this site pro-whaling, anti-whaling or neutral? 

Provide evidence to support your answer.

CNN News Article About Whales
Which countries have continued whaling? 

What impact has this had on whale populations? 

What is being done to address this problem? 

Who wrote this site? 

Are they pro-whaling, anti-whaling, or neutral? 

Provide evidence to support your answer.
Marine Biologist

Your task is to gather information about each type of whale that Japan wants to hunt using the links provided. At the Cetacea Web site, look for information such as a description of each type of whale, its habitat, and its primary food source.

Cetacea
Use this site to locate information about the species of whales that Japan wants to hunt. In Microsoft Excel, create a chart that includes a description of each whale species, specific habitat, and primary food source. Use the table below to collect the data for your Excel chart.

	Type of Whale
	Description
	Habitat
	Food Source

	Minke
	
	
	

	Sei
	
	
	

	Bryde’s
	
	
	

	Sperm
	
	
	


Whale Net’s A.S.K a Scientist
· E-mail a scientist to ask any additional questions you many have about whales or whaling.

Statistician

You are responsible for collecting whale population data. The links below will take you to sites where you can find information on whale species populations as well as data on other sea life. Use the data to create a Microsoft Excel chart showing the whale population for Sei and Minke whales. A template has been provided.

Minke Whales Are Increasing
Using the graphs on this Web site, create a chart in Microsoft Excel that shows population statistics for Sei and Minke whales. Show the rise or fall of the whale populations over a stated length of time. 

What percentage of increase/decrease has occurred? 

Based on the statistics,should the IWC should allow the Japanese to resume hunting some whale species?

Who provided the data? 

Is it from a reputable source?

Whaling Moratorium and the Southern Ocean Sanctuary 
What is the comparison of whale consumption with their population? 

Would these numbers impact the fishing markets around Japan?

Whale populations are too low to resume commercial hunting, geneticists find 
What are the findings of the geneticists’ study? 

Is this report from a reputable source?

Greenpeace Whale Population Data
Record data on whale populations from the Greenpeace Web site. How do they compare to the numbers from the Japanese Web site?

Whale Net’s A.S.K a Scientist
E-mail a scientist to ask any additional questions you many have about whales or whaling.

Economist

Your task is to gather information about how the Japanese use the whales that they hunt. 

How important are whale products to the Japanese economy?

Will resuming whale hunting (or continuing the ban) cause a significant change in their economic outlook? 

Does the history of the Japanese whaling industry offer any additional information about how important it is to the country’s culture and economy?

Media Brief: Whale Products in Japanese Culture
How do the Japanese use whale products? 

What part do whales play in Japanese culture?

History of Japanese Whaling
What role has whaling played in Japan’s history?

Whale Net’s A.S.K a Scientist
E-mail a scientist to ask any additional questions you many have about whales or whaling.

Environmentalist

You must provide information about the environmental concerns of allowing Japan to whale again and the possible long-term effects on whale populations and the marine ecosystem.

Ask Archive Whales
What may occur if whales become extinct?

What are this scientist’s thoughts on the Minkes?

What are the other factors affecting whale recovery?
Whales Decimated Ecosystem, Study Says
According to this study, what effect did whaling have on the ecosystem? Check with your group’s marine biologist.

What types of whales does Japan want permission to hunt?

How would this affect the environment if this theory is correct?

Whale Net’s A.S.K a Scientist
E-mail a scientist to ask any additional questions you many have about whales or whaling.
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