Water, Water Everywhere

	Project 9

	Challenge for learners


South Africa is generally a dry country and we often experience shortages of water. Our economy is driven by mining and agriculture, both of which require large amounts of water. One of our neighbours is the mountain kingdom of Lesotho – a country rich in water because of the snow that falls in the mountains. South Africa and Lesotho created the Lesotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP) in order for South Africa to gain more water and for Lesotho to gain much needed foreign currency. 

In this project, you will look closely at the LHWP. There are obvious benefits from the project, but there have also been many claims that the project has caused irreparable damage to the environment and culture of Lesotho. You will work in teams of four and each group will create a presentation that demonstrates what you have learned through your research. Your challenge is to complete the following tasks:

1.
Research general information about rainfall and weather in South Africa and Lesotho.

2.
Research general information about the history and geography of Lesotho.

3.
Create a spreadsheet and visual graph of temperature and precipitation figures for Johannesburg from the present day back to 1996 using Microsoft Excel.  

4. Choose a job card and research a particular area of the LHWP in order to learn more about the impact of the project on Lesotho. 

5. Create a presentation using Microsoft PowerPoint and/or Microsoft Word that presents your findings and offers your team’s assessment of the LHWP. 

After you hear all the team presentations, your class can discuss the proposals and discuss together the positive and negative impact of the project. 

During this challenge you will develop knowledge, skills and beliefs. These will help you to achieve Assessment Standards in a number of different Learning Areas.
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