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AUTHOR/POET RESEARCH E
ENG 3

assignment: Research a designated American author/poet in the library and use any
other outside sources you can find. Take notesfor your essay and be sure to include -
details for your bibliography. Create a pre-write, rough draft and final draft for
submission.

parameters: Paper needs to be 300 words minimum tength. Use five-paragraph rules
as a model. (Will no doubt be longer than five paragraphs with more than 3 body
paragraphs). Bibliography needs a minimum of three entries. Final draft needs to be
typed, word processed, or done in ink on one side of the page onty.

content: Your essay needs to include a brief overview of the author's life focusing
on those aspects that most greatly affect his/her writing. Make comments on his/her
writing style and typical themes if there are consistent ones (i.e. Jack London's
fascination with the natural world and the individual's struggle to understand and-
test himself.) Discuss the author's major work by summarizing it and pointing out
key stylistic or thematic elements. (Ex.- always writes in first person,writes only
about the South, concerned with women's rights etc.)” -

six traits emphases: ideas , organization, arrd conventions -

DAY ONE:  ASSIGNATION OF AUTHOR/POET (you may exchange with
someone if it is mutually agreeable)
-peruse intro in anthology--make notes
-create pre-write (bubble cluster /outline)

DAY TWO: " go to library
take notes, be sure to include bibliography information( titie of
book/magazine, date of publication, editor, pages used

DAY THREE: return to library
-complete research

DAY FOUR: - work on rough draft
DAY FIVE:  complete rough draft —
DAY SIX: revise rough draft,begin final draft-

DAY SEVEN: complete and hand in final draft w/bibliography -




Examples of Coaching
Directions: Choose one of the two examples below. Read the example. Visit the URL at the end of the example and review the information at that URL. Then use what you have learned to determine the role of the coach, the stages of the coaching cycle mentioned in the example, and how coaching impacted student learning. 
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ProgressiveAnimal
Welfare Society

Lynnwood WA

425-787-2500

Students from Lynnwood's Spruce Elementary.
Schoollcreate these petiprofilesieachweek
during the schoollyear:

Pet Notes
Lorissa

cat

Breed: Domestic long haired
Size: medium

Age: young adult\1 year old
Sex: female

I.D.PAWS 0439734

This cat is a beautiful kitty that you would

love to sit by when you drink your coffee.

If you dream of a warm, smooth cup of

— Toffee Cappicino, then you would love

Lorrisa, the Catacino cat for your petting pleasure. She is a
shy kitty and needs a little time to warm up. Drop by PAWS
and pick up this sweet kitty. She can keep you company while
you make a refreshing cup of java. Enjoy!




Example One:

This example comes from a coach working with teachers at the secondary level. Coach Pat is a library media specialist at a large high school and works with several collaborating teachers during the school year. Her district has aligned coaching with the district library programme. They have given support for training and resources (equipment, time, and some funding) to enable library media specialists to collaborate with teachers. Pat is in her fourth year of coaching and her coaching plan has a goal of working one-on-one with teachers to design better research assignments. This project is a result of collaborating with Tom, a tenth grade English teacher. 

Pat and Tom decided to collaborate to adapt a unit Tom had been teaching for years. Tom was not satisfied with the results he was receiving from his students. He felt he was getting “copy and paste” work and that the students were only learning about one author when he really wanted them to gain knowledge about a number of authors. 

Tom’s original seven-day assignment was to “research a designated author/poet in the library and use any other outside sources you can find. Take notes for your essay and be sure to include details for your bibliography. Create a pre-write, rough draft, and final draft for submission.” With Pat’s help, the assignment grew into a project-based learning experience that had students creating PowerPoint™ presentations to teach each other about American authors. The students actively participated in the learning process, using resources and scaffolding tools Pat and Tom either developed together or located for use in the project. 

As the librarian, Pat knows that few students know how to find reliable Internet resources, so Pat identified resources for the project that could be accessed through an online assignment. Students were then assessed on their products as well as on what they had learned from one another.

This project had several impressive results:

Tom said, “Pat has helped me move into 21st Century Teaching!”

Students learned about multiple authors instead of one.

After the project Pat surveyed students and they responded that they were more engaged in their learning during this task than in previous assignments.

Example Two:

This sample comes from an elementary school. Coach Anna is a third grade teacher who collaborated with Jenny, a first grade teacher, for an entire year. Anna’s goal as a coach was to help another teacher learn about project-based learning while focusing on district goals and technology integration. Jenny was fairly new to teaching and, knowing her district’s focus on reading and writing, wanted to concentrate on these areas. She felt her students lacked motivation to become good writers and she wanted to do something to change her teaching of writing as well as work toward her goal of integrating technology to increase reading and writing skills into her classroom practice. 

Anna and Jenny brainstormed ways that they could make writing more interesting for the students. They wanted to scaffold the learning process and give the students a real audience for their work. Anna and Jenny worked together to develop the PAWS project described below. Anna introduced Jenny to a scaffolding tool and the concepts of project-based learning. She also was on hand to help Jenny for the first few weeks of the project, offer help on an ongoing basis, and reflect with Jenny on how to make the project even better. This empowering example of coaching shows collaboration and follow-though on a project that involves resources from the community as well as the district curriculum. 

Each week, Jenny’s students write about adoptable animals for a local animal shelter, PAWS. Their work is published weekly on the PAWS Web site. 

Jenny and Anna collaborated to design a template created in Kidspiration™ as a scaffolding tool to guide the writing process. Once they have their ideas down, the group writes a profile for adoptable animals. 

Her students are involved in real-world work and take pride and ownership in their responsibility to produce adoption “profiles.”  Students have told Jenny that it is their mission to make sure these animals are matched with the perfect owners. They feel their profiles make a difference in who adopts animals at PAWS.

Jenny reports that her students are very motivated to write and that their skills have increased dramatically. PAWS is thrilled, and the response from the Web site and the students’ work has been tremendous. Jenny’s first grade students’ writing is read by thousands of people. This high stakes assignment has resulted in increased interest in reading and writing with students.

View PAWS Pet Profiles (student work) at http://www.paws.org/kids/pets/companion_animal_gallery/ 
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