Bloom’s Taxonomy


In 1956, Benjamin Bloom wrote Taxonomy of Educational Objectives: Cognitive Domain, and his six-level description of thinking has been widely adapted and used in countless contexts ever since. His list of cognitive processes is organized from the most simple, the recall of knowledge, to the most complex, making judgments about the value and worth of an idea.

Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives 

	Skill
	Definition
	Key Words

	Knowledge
	Recall information
	Identify, describe, name, label, recognize, reproduce, follow

	Comprehension
	Understand the meaning, paraphrase a concept
	Summarize, convert, defend, paraphrase, interpret, give examples

	Application
	Use the information or concept in a new situation
	Build, make, construct, model, predict, prepare

	Analysis
	Break information or concepts into parts to understand it more fully
	Compare/contrast, break down, distinguish, select, separate

	Synthesis
	Put ideas together to form something new
	Categorize, generalize, reconstruct

	Evaluation
	Make judgments about value
	Appraise, critique, judge, justify, argue, support  








