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South Africa

Microsoft Partners in Learning

SchoolNet SA and Microsoft Partners in Learning launch new course:
One Step Further - Towards ICT Integration

SchoolNet SA has been offering the Partners in Learning ICT Skills for Teachers and
WebQuests (ICT Integration) courses for some time. The ICT Skills course helps teachers to
use applications such as Word, Excel and PowerPoint with growing confidence and the
WebQuests course introduces teachers to a template for adapting or creating ICT Integration
projects. Many trainers and teachers however have reported that teachers would be better
equipped for the WebQuests course if they had had some exposure to basic ICT integration
and information skills before embarking on WebQuests.
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' This feedback, and a desire to encourage

= teachers to use the Encarta materials which
are included as part of the SA Schools
Agreement software, led to Microsoft
sponsoring the development of the One Step
Further course. One Step Further helps
bridge the gap between the skills that are
acquired through ICT Skills for Teachers
training and the skills needed to successfully
complete the WebQuests (ICT Integration)
course. One Step Further helps teachers to
find resources on the Internet and Encarta

\ ,\ L = " and to then turn these into learning objects
\ .- == for use in the classroom.

The One Step Further course is written in One Note which means that as the same time as
trainees learn about information skills they become familiar with using One Note.

On the 18™ and 19* of August 2008 fifteen
trainers were trained in how to facilitate this
new course and this group was also the first
to experience the course themselves.
Educational ICT Consultant, Gerald Roos, who
developed the materials facilitated the
training. Training was held at St Stithians
Collegiate just prior to the Microsoft
Innovative Teacher Awards finals. This
enabled many Innovative Teacher finalists,
who were already travelling to Johannesburg
to attend the finals, being trained as One
Step Further facilitators.

The first six schools that will receive One Step Further training are schools which have been
sponsored by Multichoice to receive computer centres and training. We look forward to
hearing about the successes of this course.

Schools interested in receiving One Step Further
training should write to info@schoolnet.org.za.
Please note that all workstations that will be used
for this course should be installed with One Note
and Encarta and should also preferably have
internet access. Teachers participating in this
training should ideally already be trained in ICT
Skills for Teachers.
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