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	First Name and Surname
	:
	Brenda Hallowes

	School
	:
	Cotswold Prep School

	City and Province

	:
	E. Cape

	SECTION B
	
	

	
	
	

	Subject / Learning Area(s)
	:


	Language; Maths; Natural Science; Art and Culture

	Phase / Grade(s)
	:
	Grade 3 but adaptable to grades 4 to 7 by extending the activities to meet relevant LO’s and AC’s, particularly in Natural Science.

	
	
	

	Curriculum 

Learning Outcomes / Assessment Standards


	:
	LO

Assessment Standard(s) 
LO1 

LO2 

LO3 

LO4

LO5
English Home Language 

3.1.2 Demonstrates appropriate listening behaviour by showing respect to speaker. 

 3.2.8 Contributes to group and class discussions.

3.2.11 Makes oral presentations 

3.3.3 Makes meaning of written text; main idea; conclusions

3.3.6 Reads for information and enjoyment

3.4.4 Revises own writing

3.5.1 Uses language to develop concepts

3.5.2 – Uses language to think and reason

3.5.3 – Uses language to investigate and explore

3.5.4 – Processes information

LO1

3.1.3

Reviews: Explains and reflects on what action was intended and whether it was possible to carry out the plan.

LO1
3.1.1 Creates artwork which demonstrates own ideas, feelings and perceptions.
 

	
	
	

	Focus Question
	:
	Do trees make your life better? 



	Content Questions
	:
	What do we use trees for?
How can trees help us?

What fruit can trees bear?

How can trees help the environment?



	Targeted Thinking


	:
	Analysis and Evaluation


	Project Goal

	:
	The Learners will use ICT Literacy skills to do research about trees. They will analyse and evaluate this information through communication and collaboration with their peers. Each learner will create a publication or presentation to present their answer to the focus question.



	SECTION C
	
	

	
	
	

	Description of Project 
Classroom Management Procedures
	:
	Challenge Phase 

Learners open Paint on the PC and draw a picture of a tree and label the parts. They save their picture in their group project folder. (Note – it is my experience that initial efforts are very stylised).

1. Learners work in groups of 3 and brainstorm all the things they know about trees.  They type their list in a template and save it in their portfolio.  

2. They then brainstorm all the things they would like to know about trees.  They type this list in the template and save it in their portfolio folder.  (The teacher then makes a composite list of all knowledge statements and questions, prints it out and puts it on a pin board to refer to during and after the project). 

3. Give learners a copy of the poem, “Tree” by Brian McCabe.  Each group given a few lines of the poem to read (shared reading).  The whole class reads the poem by group in turn.

4. Ask learners to underline all the words they do not know in red. 

5. Learners underline facts about trees in blue. 

6. Learners underline “word pictures” (metaphors) in yellow. 

7. Learners circle all the uses of trees in green.

8. Learners underline parts of a tree mentioned in the poem in orange.  
Gathering Phase 

Learners work in groups of three and use the available resources to research about trees. They also use a digital camera to take photos of the trees in their area for use in a brochure. 

Activity 1: Learners research information on how trees help man. e.g. photosynthesis process, fruit etc. They use their journal to record key words and insights gained.  

Activity 2: Learners research how trees help the environment. e.g. prevent erosion, prevent “greenhouse effect”, again using their journal. 

Activity 3: Learners work in their groups and make a list of the products we get from trees.  They then make a list of alternatives to each product. After this they decide which is better for each item – the tree product or an alternative (if there is one). 

(If internet access is availale the students may each use a Blog site as their journal to record their information about trees.

Processing Phase
Learners open research documents on the computer and read through the information. (These documents are a simplified version of the Encarta tree entry and cached web pages, as my school does not have an internet or email connection for the computer room so I have to supply the necessary documents). They also make use of books and pamphlets available to find added information. They work in pairs and write the keywords for important information in their journal.  They then make a graphic organiser (mind map) on the computer in Inspiration showing the importance of trees to people and the environment.  
Production Phase 

Learners use Publisher or Power Point to present the information they have gathered in their graphic organiser.  They have to show the uses of trees and give alternatives or lack thereof.  In this way they become aware of the importance of trees to their own lives.  

Learners will answer a series of written questions on the poem, “Tree” and the answers will form part of a class discussion.  These questions will tap into higher order thinking such as analysis and evaluation. 

In their journal they will write a reflection on the focus question,  “Do trees make your life better?” referring to a rubric. 




	SECTION D

	Assessment



	Before project:
	During project:
	After project:

	Template for recording what they know and what they need to find out.


	Collaboration Rubric
Rubric for shared reading

	 Rubric for evaluation of presentation or Brochure. 

Rubric to score reflection exercise
Educator assesses learner response to questions on the poem.  

Educator observes and takes note of learners’ discussion on the questions. 




	Learner Support



	Gathering Information:
	Processing Information:
	Knowledge Production:

	1. Copy of Poem Tree Template for dictionary meanings of difficult words in poem. 

2. Research form
3. Measure tree height

	1. Sappi workbook
2. Handout of template for Knowledge and Questions. 

3. T chart: Tree products and Alternatives to these products. 

4. Worksheet for explaining photosynthesis. 

5. Research guide into the ways trees help the environment.

6. Digital camera / Photography worksheet 


	1. Learners keep individual journal of learning. 

2. Graphic organiser showing importance of trees to people and the environment. 

3. A storyboard for brochure or a presentation planning their work.



	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Special Needs Students
	Groups of mixed ability.  Challenged learners given meaningful tasks such as taking photos of trees and try to identify them, drawing and labeling trees. Taking photos of trees and creating a display. 

	
	Non-native Speakers 
	Non native speakers will also be paired with stronger learners.  They may be given extra vocabulary exercises to complete.

	
	Gifted/Talented Students
	Gifted student may be challenged to start a learning circle with another school in another area. They can present their feedback to the rest of the class.
Learners research how paper is made.  Set up a workshop on how to make own paper using a wooden press and recycled material. 




	Materials and Resources Required For Project


	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mobile technology 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Browser      (Search)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web-based Applications 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other       

	
	
	


	Printed Materials
	Books  and Magazines for research about tree, Story books about treess 

	Supplies
	CDs, Digital cameras art materials for sketching drawing trees

	Internet Resources
	Encarta CD Rom, Blog sites on Google groups, Suitable research sites for Grade 3 learners

	Other Resources
	Flied trip to take some photos of trees in the environment around school.
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