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Summary of Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Critical Questions
	Focus Questions
	Content Questions

	Definition
	Critical Questions are the most abstract question in a chain of questions. A Critical Question serves as an overarching conceptual framework for a group of curricula or even a whole year's worth of study. 

Critical Questions:

· Are open-ended

· Can provide a bridge between disciplines and/or projects 

· Focus on a core message or theme in the curriculum

· Are engaging and meaningful

· Help learners to understand facts and ideas in a conceptual framework

· Require higher-order thinking skills to

- Evaluate

- Synthesize

- Analyze

	Focus Questions asked in one course of study can explore different facets of a single Critical Question. Teams of teachers from different disciplines can use their own unique focus Questions to support one common, unifying Critical Question.
Focus Questions:

· Are open-ended Invite an exploration of ideas within a topic

· Are specific to a project Support the exploration of one part of the Critical Question

· Help learners to understand facts and ideas in a conceptual framework

· Require higher-order thinking skills to

- Evaluate

- Synthesize

- Analyze
	Content Questions differ from Focus and Critical Questions as Content Questions deal mostly with

facts, rather than the interpretation of those facts.

Content Questions:

· Typically have clear-cut answers or specific "right" answers

· Are categorized as "closed" questions

· Directly support content requirements
· Require knowledge and comprehension skills to answer



	How are they different?
	A Critical Question:

· Requires time—several projects—to fully understand and answer the question

· Contains a broader topic or concept than is referenced in the Focus Question


	A Focus Question:

· Can be answered within one project of study 

· Is broad enough to cover most of the ideas within the project so that it can provide a unifying focus

· Often connects to the learners' own world or includes a personal reflection

	A Content Question:

Is often the kind of question you would find on 
a multiple-choice or short-answer test



	Example
	· Why do we need others?


	· Which of our community helpers is the most important?

· Which community helper would you most like to be?


	· Who are some community helpers?

· What do community helpers do?
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