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Intermediate Phase
Senior Phase
FET Phase
Sample Intermediate Phase Questions
	Critical Questions
	Focus Questions
	Content Questions

	What is the price of life?
	Which African animal would you most like to be? 

Are all animals worth protecting?


	How are living things connected in their habitat and in what ways do they need each other to survive?

How do animals in Africa adapt to their environment?

What do African animals need to survive?

What are the characteristics of

African animals?



	Why do people say

“there is no place like home”?
	What makes Free State a province worth visiting?

Is Free States a better place today?


	What makes the regions of Free State unique?

What important landmarks and geographic features are in Free State?

How have people adapted to life in

Free State?

How have people changed what

Free State is like today?

What was life like in Free State during apartheid?



	What’s your story?
	How does an author make a story more interesting?

Why do we not have the same favourite books?


	What are the elements of a story?

What are the six+1 traits of writing?

What traits of writing does the author use?

	Does accuracy really matter that much?
	Are we better off without fractions?

Are fractions essential?

Can understanding fractions make your life easier?
	What is a fraction?

How do you add, subtract, multiply and divide fractions?

What is the difference between a numerator and a denominator?

How do you change a mixed numeral into an improper fraction?


	How does an organism’s structure enable it to survive in its environment?
	What is special about frogs?

How are frogs different or like me?
	What are the basic structures of the frog?

What adaptations do frogs have that allow them to live in their environment?

What are amphibians?

What kinds of frogs are there?

	How do I get from here to there?
	Will maps prevent me from getting lost?

How do I decide which route to take?

What can maps tell us about people,

/ places / environments?
	Where in the world am I?

What symbols and location identifiers are found on a map? 

How does each one help you to read a map?

How do you measure using a map?

What is the difference between a map, an atlas, and a globe?

	How can we make a difference?


	Can humans and [endangered species] live together?

Can we save [an endangered species]?

	What makes an animal an endangered species?

How is an owl different from other birds?

What is needed in your owl species’ habitat?

Where in nature would we find your owl?


	Who will help today?

	Do we need community helpers?

Which community helper would you most like to be?

	Who are our community helpers and what do they do?

Who should you call for help?


	Are you prepared?

	Can I go outside and play today?

Should we believe the weather report? 

Where can the best weather be found?

	Where does rain come from?

What causes the seasons of the year?

What are some of the destructive forces of nature and what whether conditions can you expect with each?

What are some things people do to prepare for different weather conditions?


	Is it possible to conquer the impossible?

	Can we grow the perfect bean plant?

	What are the different parts of a plant?

What does a plant need to live?

What are the functions of different plant structures?

What is photosynthesis?


	Where can we find order and patterns?

	When is a rhyme a rhyme?

Can I rhyme in time?

	What is rhyme?

What words sound the same?

How can you tell words that rhyme?

Can words that are spelled differently sound the same?


	Are we under siege?

	Could a volcano erupt in my backyard?

Where is the best building site?

	What are the different layers of the earth?

What are three different types of volcanoes?

How are mountains made? 

How do we know that a volcano is dormant?


	Is there such a thing as happily ever after?

	Why has the Cinderella story captured the imagination?

How would the step-sister tell the Cinderella story?

What would happen in a modern day Cinderella story?

	What are the elements of a fairy tale?

Why are fantasy and realism important in fairy tales?

What is point of view?

What is the moral of the Cinderella story?

In what ways are all of the Cinderella stories from around the world similar?

In what ways are the main characters in

the various versions of Cinderella the same, and in what ways are they different?


	What changes do you see?

	What can shadows tell us?

	What causes a shadow?

How do you measure your shadow?

How does your shadow change?

What causes your shadow to change?


	How can something so

small be capable of so much?

	Should we be afraid of bugs?

Are insects more helpful or harmful?

Do we really need insects?

	What makes an insect an insect?

How are insects the same and different?

How do insects grow and change?

What are some ways that insects can be helpful and harmful?



Intermediate Phase
Senior Phase
FET Phase
Sample Senior Phase Questions
	Critical Questions
	Focus Questions
	Content Questions

	How does music reflect

history, society, and culture?

	Does the period influence the composer’s music?

Why does music change throughout time?

	Who were some famous composers from different time periods and countries?

What was your composer’s life like?

What are some different musical styles?


	How has science made an impact on our lives?

	Why is the Renaissance special?

Does the Renaissance still impact us today?
Was da Vinci a genius?
	Why was the time in which Leonardo Da

Vinci lived called the Renaissance?

What values were reflected in the

Renaissance?

What ideas, discoveries, and inventions happened in the Renaissance?

What were Leonardo Da Vinci’s accomplishments?


	Why explore?

	What can we learn from the early explorers?

Did the early explorers fail?

	What motivated the Spanish and

Portuguese explorations?

What were significant people and events

in the exploratory voyages of the

14th–16th centuries?


	How can I help protect wildlife?

	Can we reduce the impact on sugarbirds? 

Can statistics help us understand [a problem]?

	What birds live in our community?

What are the greatest risks to these birds?


	Is it worth the hassle and expense?

	Where should we go this year?

What is the best holiday venue?


	What is the difference between a passport and travel visa?

What large budgetary items need to be considered when planning a one to two week trip abroad?

What landmarks or tourist attractions is the region most famous for?

What monetary system is used in the region and what is the exchange rate?


	Does my contribution to society make a difference?

	Did feudal characters make a critical contribution? 
	Who were the major and minor characters of Feudal Society during the Middle Ages? 

What roles did they play in their society?

What choices did they make on a daily basis?


	Have things really changed that much?

	Is our life better than that of the Ancient Egyptians?

	Why was the River Nile so important to the ancient Egyptian civilization?

How were the religious beliefs of the ancient Egyptians reflected in their art and architecture?

What religious traditional, cultural, and scientific contributions were established by the ancient Egyptians?


	How is life replicated?

	Is a cell like a system? 

How are cells different from one another?

	What is a cell?

What is a system?

What are the parts of a cell?

What are the differences between animal and plant cells?


	Why is it important to learn from our past?

	Can we live on another planet?

Can we conserve and maintain our resources?

	How does acid rain travel through the water cycle and what dangers does it pose?

What affect does pH have on our water quality and aquatic life?

What is ozone? What is causing the destruction of the Earth’s ozone layer?

What are some ways that population growth affects the world’s ecosystems?


	How do the choices we make now affect us later?

	Is disease inevitable?

Can an infected person lead a normal life?

Is prevention really the best medicine?

	What are the functions and weaknesses of each of the body systems?

How does food affect your body systems?

What benefits do we get from exercise?

What are diseases?


	How do you measure quality?

	Are the ponds in our community healthy? 

What makes a healthy pond?

	What organisms exist in ponds?

What are the components of a pond?

How do we measure a pond’s health?


	How can maths help me understand my world?

	Do I need to know the metric /imperial system?


	What are the different metric measurements?

How is measurement used in the real world?

How is estimation useful?

How does measurement help you solve a problem?

	What causes people to consider new alternatives to solve old problems?

	Is solar energy really an alternative? 

Can you capture the energy of the sun?

	What are the factors that limit the use of solar heat?

What effect does solar energy have on different materials and how can we make use of these effects?

How is heat transferred?

How do the earth’s rotation and the sun’s position affect heat and temperature on earth?


	How can we use mathematics to help us understand our daily life?

	Do numbers make our games more fun?

Do statistics help us understand the game of baseball?

Can we use statistics to help make decisions?

	What’s the best way to display data in a chart?

What are mean, median, mode, and range?

How do you calculate an average?


	What changes do you see?

	Where does this rock fit into my life?

Are rocks and minerals essential to us?


	What are igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks?

How are different rocks formed?

Where do they fit into the rock cycle?

Why are rocks different?

What are some properties of minerals?



Intermediate Phase
Senior Phase
FET Phase
Sample FET Phase Questions
	Critical Questions
	Focus Questions
	Content Questions

	What brings about the rise and fall of great civilizations?

	Why did the Mayan society collapse? 


	What are the basic cultural institutions of a society?

What factors may have led to the Mayas abandoning their cities before 900 A.D.?


	Am I my brother’s keeper, and who are my brothers?


	Can famine be prevented?

Should the state relieve famine?

Is famine just a relative concept?

	What is famine?

What causes famine?

What is currently being done by the U.S. and other countries to eliminate famine?

How does famine in one country affect food resources in another country?


	How do we know something exists if we cannot see it?

	Must all things repeat in nature?

Does our use of waves make our lives better?

	What is a wave?

What is a transverse wave and what are its characteristics?

What is a compressional wave and what are its characteristics?

What is the relationship between the frequency and wavelength in a wave?

What is the relationship between intensity and loudness and frequency and pitch?


	How does your opinion matter?

	Can polls help us?

Are polls open to interpretation?

Can polls be misleading?

	What are demographics and how do candidates use them to target voters?

What are the steps in conducting a poll?


	Is a picture worth a thousand words?

	What can photographs tell us?

Can photographs help us to interpret the past?

Can a photograph communicate different messages?
	When viewing a photograph how do you differentiate between positive and negative space?

What is one of the rules of composition and how is it applied to photography?

	How does literature help us better understand ourselves?

	Does Shakespeare still speak to our youth?

	How do you read and understand

Shakespeare’s Elizabethan English?

What are some important things to know about Shakespeare’s time period?

Who are the characters in Romeo and

Juliet and how do they contribute to the deaths in the play?

What is imagery?

What is a soliloquy?

What is iambic pentameter?


	How can we harness the Earth’s power?

	Is electricity a critical resource?


	What is electricity?

What are the parts of an electric circuit?

What is Ohm’s Law?


	What makes a leader great?

	Did conquest improve the ancient world?

Did empires improve daily life in the ancient world?

	What did your historical figures have in common?

How were they unique?

How did your historical figures become so famous?

What were their accomplishments?


	What does the past tell us about the future?

	What variables limit / sustain the continuation of a trend?

Does a trend affect people’s choices?

What will our quality of life be like in the future?

	What is an exponential regression, a curve of best fit, and a correlation coefficient?

What are the advantages and limitations of linear regression for analysis of data?


	What are the advantages and limitations of defining situations mathematically?

	Can all cyclical situations be defined mathematically?

	What do sine and cosine equations show you?

What is the general form of a sine/cosine function?

What are parameters and are they calculated?

Where do you find cyclical situations?
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