MODULE 3

3-2
CREATING CURRICULUM-FRAMING QUESTIONS TO SUPPORT THINKING SKILLS 

3-1

MODULE 3

CREATING CURRICULUM-FRAMING QUESTIONS TO SUPPORT THINKING SKILLS


Step 3: Writing Critical and Focus Questions
Divide into small groups and think about the Content Questions listed below and how these questions could be used in a unit of study. Think about some of the larger concepts to which the Content Questions relate.
Create Critical and Focus Questions that will motivate learners and target higher-order thinking. Remember that both of these types of questions should be open-ended questions. The Unit Question is tied more directly to the specific unit; whereas, the Critical Question often can encompass a number of units. Remember to write questions in kid-appropriate language.
Note: You may want to review the sample Curriculum-Framing Questions.
	Content Questions
	Focus Questions
	Critical Questions

	Example:
Who are some community helpers? What do they do?

(Foundation Phase)
	Which of our community helpers is the most important?
Which community helper would you most like to be?
	Why do we need others?



	What lives in a rainforest?
Where are the rainforests?

(Intermediate Phase)
	
	

	What are some important inventions of the last 100 years?
(Senior Phase) 
	
	

	What are the qualities of a
Greek hero?

Who are some famous heroes of the 20th century?

(Senior Phase)

	
	

	What is debt? What is a national deficit? 
How much is a billion? How much is a trillion?

(Senior Phase) 

	
	


	What is impressionism?
Who were some Impressionist painters?

(Senior / FET Phase) 

	
	

	What are some communicable diseases? 
How do antibiotics work?

How do doctors and scientists identify and treat new strains of viruses?

(Senior Phase) 

	
	

	Your own (optional):

	
	


What thinking skills could be employed from your "Habits of Learning Taxonomy" to answer the question(s) you created above?
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