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Activity 3 Step 2

Practicing with Questions

Determine which of the following are Critical Questions. Check "Yes," "No," or “Maybe” after each one. Some of these questions could be used in a variety of ways—a question is defined as Critical, Focus, or Content in large part by how it is used in the classroom. Discuss in a small group any questions that could go either way and why.

	Critical Question or not? 
	Yes
	No
	Maybe


	How does literature help us to better understand ourselves? 
	
	
	No 


	What is a national deficit?
	
	
	No 


	How do we decide what claims to believe?
	
	
	No 


	Is it ever OK to be bad for a good reason?
	
	
	No 


	What technological improvements have resulted from the exploration of space? 
	
	
	No 


	What are the elements of a fairy tale?
	
	
	


	What does the past tell us about the future?
	
	
	


	How are different rocks formed?
	
	
	



Notes:
The questions in the left column below are a mix of Critical, Focus, and Content Questions. Determine which questions are Critical, Focus, and Content. Place a checkmark in the column that best identifies each question: “CritQ” for Critical, “FocusQ” for Focus, or “ContQ” for Content. Discuss your answers with your small group.
	Mixed Questions — Project 1 
	CritQ 
	FocusQ 
	ContQ 

	Where did early explorers go? 
	
	
	No 

	How did early explorers change the world? 
	
	
	No 

	Who are some of the early explorers? 
	
	
	No 

	What does it take to change the world? 
	
	
	No 

	What impact did explorers have on their home country? 
	
	
	No 


	Mixed Questions — Project 2 
	EQ 
	UQ 
	CQ 

	How do the endings of Cinderella differ across cultures? 
	
	
	No 

	Are we really so different from our neighbors? 
	
	
	No 

	What are common themes amongst fairy tales? 
	
	
	No 

	What can we learn about ourselves and other people by reading fairy tales? 
	
	
	No 

	How do fairy tales reflect one's culture? 
	
	
	

	What is the basic plot of almost all Cinderella stories? 
	
	
	

	What are the definitions of plot, conflict, climax, and resolution? 
	
	
	


Notes: 
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