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	English Example
Assessment Standards
· Draw conclusions about how character interactions affect plot 
· Analyze literature to find evidence in support of a thesis 
· Formulate rational arguments and apply the art of persuasion and debate

Project Description
Two people madly in love with only a desire that love would conquer all—what could possibly go wrong? Neither Romeo, Juliet, nor their families could foresee the grave future ahead of them. By the end of the play, six people are dead and others injured. Is it fate, simply unlucky circumstances, or something else that causes these deaths? Use the Visual Ranking Tool to help clarify who are most to blame for Romeo and Juliet’s deaths. From those ideas, you will write an essay that discusses who and what contribute to the deaths of Romeo and Juliet.

Visual Ranking Prompt
Rank these characters in the order of their influence upon and responsibility for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet, according to each character's actions or inaction.

Seeing Reason Research Question

What causes the violence and death in Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet?

Showing Evidence Prompt

Should Shakespeare be banned in our school?


 

	 
	Life Orientation Example
Assessment Standards
· Weigh the positive and negative effects of vaccines 
· Make recommendations regarding the necessity of vaccinations 

Project Description
Some parents are concerned that childhood vaccines could produce adverse effects and cause health problems for their children, such as autism, damage to the immune system, brain damage, and so on. You are part of a committee that will make recommendations regarding these immunization concerns. The audience for your report could be federal vaccine research policymakers, state and local vaccine program implementers, health care professionals, the public, or the media. Use the Visual Ranking Tool to rank the possible positive and negative effects of vaccines. Research and make recommendations based on the relationship between vaccines and any adverse effects.
Visual Ranking Prompt
Rank the following effects of vaccines in order of their impact on your decision as to whether children should be vaccinated.  

Seeing Reason Research Question

How could vaccines affect me?

Showing Evidence Prompt

Should vaccines be regulated?
	


 

	 
	History Example
Assessment Standards
· Analyze cause-and-effect relationships as they relate to immigration 
· Project future immigration trends based on the past 

· Propose feasible solutions to address current immigration concerns


Project Description
Continued immigration constantly reshapes the demographics, economy, and society of the world.  Levels of immigration to South Africa fell dramatically in the 1990s. There has been a significant decline in the number of people being granted permanent residence in South Africa from around 14,000 per annum at the beginning of the 1990’s to less than 4,000 by the end of the Twentieth Century. To begin to understand the issues of immigration, we need to know why people came to South Africa in the past and why people are no longer willing or able want to come live in South Africa today. Additionally, what are the benefits and the problems of immigration—for both the immigrants and existing populations? Your job as the head of the Centre for Immigration Studies is to address these concerns and prepare a report that will be passed on to a Parliamentary Subcommittee that is investigating this issue.
Visual Ranking Prompt
What are the greatest influences that contribute to immigration? What causes people to immigrate? Rank the list with the items having the greatest effect first, according to your assigned historical time period.
Seeing Reason Research Question

Why do people move from one country to another and how does it change their new communities?

Showing Evidence Prompt

Is  immigration good for South Africa?
	

	 
	
	


	 
	Mathematics Literacy Example
Assessment Standards
· Prioritize investment options based on financial goals
· Project future economic trends based on current and past information
· Weigh potential risks and benefits of different investment strategies
· Make investment recommendations based on research and projections 

Project Description
Most young people understandably want the best things in life—nice homes, new cars, expensive clothes, and vacations in fun places. Your job in an investment firm is to advise others on how to invest their money. A client has R1000 a month to invest in such things as savings, bonds, and the stock market. Research and rank the best options for investment, depending on the goals of your client.
Visual Ranking Prompt
Rank the following investment choices in the order of their potential risk, listing the highest risk first. 
Second Prompt
In your second ranking, rank those investment choices in order of their largest potential gain. 

Seeing Reason Research Question

What makes the stock market change?

Showing Evidence Prompt

Is the stock market a safe investment?
	

	 
	
	


	 
	Life Science / Geography Example
Assessment Standards
· Understand the components in an ecosystem 
· Identify and prioritize causes of wildfires 
· Determine the best course of action to deal with wildfires 
· Propose new policy to preserve and protect natural resources

Project Description
An average 600 000 acres burn every year in South Africa due to bushfires, causing millions of Rands in damage. Many people believe all fire is bad for vegetation, including prescribed or controlled burning. Some believe healthy forests need to be managed in order to control fire risk; others think that any natural fire should be allowed to run its course. What should we do about bushfires and forest fires? A new policy needs to be developed to determine the best course of action when dealing with fires and potential fires in forest areas. You have been assigned to a task force to research and recommend a policy. First, you will need to research what contributes the most to wildfires. Second, you will research and recommend a new policy on how we can preserve and protect our natural resources in such a way that the needs of all involved are met.
Visual Ranking Prompt
Before policies can be made, we need to know the facts. What contributes the most to the outbreak of bush fires? Rank the items below from the greatest to least significance. 

Seeing Reason Research Question

What are the causes and effects of bush fires?

Showing Evidence Prompt

Is global warming causing an increase in bush fires?
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