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USING THE SHOWING EVIDENCE TOOL TO TARGET THINKING SKILLS


Step 1: Reviewing the Power of the Showing Evidence Tool

Consider how the Showing Evidence Tool could be used to support the thinking skills identified in Marzano's Dimensions of Learning (1992).
	Uses of Showing Evidence Classified by Marzano's Dimensions of Learning

	Dimension 1
	Positive

Attitudes and

Perceptions

About

Learning


	· Classroom Climate

- Feeling accepted by

teacher and peers

- Perceiving order


	· Understanding  expectations of peer and teacher review (e.g., the comment feature is used by teacher and peers in a defined way to communicate questions and positive comments)

· Feeling safe to make a claim and support it, understanding that the assessment of their case is based on the quality of their argumentation, not right or wrong choices of claims and/or evidence



	Dimension 2
	Acquisition

and

Integration of

Knowledge


	· Students must be guided in relating new knowledge to what they know, organizing it, and making it part of long-term memory

· Two types of knowledge:

- Declarative Knowledge

- Facts, concepts, generalizations, and principles

- Procedural Knowledge

- Skills, procedures, and processes


	· Collecting and sorting evidence

· Creating an appropriate claim that provides a statement of fact, definition, value, or policy that will be evaluated

· Understanding the use of the tool (e.g., following a model of how to create new claims and evidence)



	Dimension 3
	Extension and

Refinement of

Knowledge


	· Learners must develop in-depth understanding and apply and refine that knowledge

· Common reasoning processes are:

- Comparing—How are these things alike?

- Classifying—How can these be organized?

- Inductive Reasoning—Based on these facts, what is your conclusion?

- Deductive Reasoning—Based on this rule, what conclusions can you draw that must be true?

- Analyzing Errors—How is this information misleading?

- Constructing Support—What is an argument that would support this claim?

- Abstracting—To what other situations can this apply?

- Analyzing perspectives—What is the reasoning behind this perspective?
	· Rating and evaluating positive and negative evidence, and then weighing that evidence to come to a conclusion about a complex issue

· Comparing and classifying the different types of evidence quality

· Basing conclusions on the preponderance of evidence

• Analyzing the reliability, credibility, and accuracy of the evidence

· Creating a complete argument that will support or refute a well-founded claim 

· Considering bias in evidence



	Dimension 4
	Meaningful

Use of

Knowledge


	· Students learn best when they need knowledge to accomplish a goal that is meaningful to them:

· Decision Making
· Investigation
· Experimental Inquiry
· Problem Solving
· Systems Analysis


	· Choosing the best and most representative evidence

· Investigating all sides of an argument

· Considering all possibilities of an argument before making a decision

· Using the final outcome of the argument to help plan and decide the next steps for solving a problem or dealing with an issue

· Analyzing the parts to clearly see the whole



	Dimension 5
	Productive

Habits of

Mind


	· Mental habits that students develop that will enable them to learn on their own:

· Critical Thinking
· Creative Thinking
· Self-Regulation—Metacognition


	· Using the anytime, anywhere nature of the tool to continue building a well-reasoned argument

· Self-monitoring their own progress and the quality of their argument assessments
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