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Quality of Evidence
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	Facts, numerical data, or subjective opinion/policy information:

· Source is a personal Web site with no author stated or author is clearly not an expert in the subject matter.

· Source is a tabloid newspaper or other non-reputable publication.

· Information is clearly slanted to support the source’s biased viewpoint.

· Information is not accurate and conflicts with information found in more reputable sources.

· Content is purely someone’s personal opinion.
	Facts, numerical data:

· Source is a Web site that appears to be reputable, but their data does not include references to its original source.

· Information is undated or outdated.

· Some information may be missing or out of context.
	Facts, numerical data:

· Source is a popular magazine, news article, or a reputable, educational Web site.

· Some information is outdated.

· Original source is stated.

· Information appears complete.
	Facts, numerical data:

· Source is a popular magazine, news article, or a reputable, educational Web site.

· Information is current.

· Original source is stated.

· Information is complete and thorough.
	Facts, numerical data:

· Source is a government or educational Web site or a publication known for its expertise (e.g., NASA). 

· Information is current.

· Information is from the original source.

· Information is complete and extensive.


	
	Subjective opinion/policy information:
· Information appears to be slanted to support their biased viewpoint.

· Some information is not accurate and may conflict with information found in more reputable sources.
	Subjective opinion/policy information:
· While the source may have bias, the information doesn't appear to be distorted.

· Information appears to be accurate.
	Subjective opinion/policy information:
· Information is objective and unbiased.

· Information is accurate and verifiable.
	Subjective opinion/policy information:
· Information is clearly objective and unbiased. 

· Information is accurate and verifiable.



In a small group, discuss the qualifiers and criteria for the Quality of Evidence rubric that would be used for this Space Exploration project to evaluate evidence quality. 

Note: This rubric considers not only science, but economic and social issues as well. 

1. How would the discussion and use of this rubric in the classroom help learners to better rate and evaluate evidence? 

2. Consider the types of elements you would want to include for your own subject area, considering source, accuracy, and specific content. 

Note: Most rubrics would not need to separate the type of information when considering the quality of the evidence. However, in this particular project, learners are exploring not only pure science, but social issues and concerns as well. 
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