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Assessment Method Assessment Instruments

Strategies for Gauging Student Needs

Graphic Organizers Concept maps, sequencing activities,
classification charts, prioritized lists

Know-Wonder-Learn (K-W-L) Charts Topic on chart paper or electronic 
whiteboard, journal

Think-Pair-Share Question or prompt, form for recording
summaries and questions

Brainstorming Topic on chart paper or electronic 
whiteboard

Strategies for Encouraging Self-Direction and Collaboration

Project Plan Checklists, prompts, forms

Self-Assessment and Reflection Checklists, prompts

Peer Feedback Checklists, scoring guide or rubric, prompts,
forms

Observation of Cooperative Groups Checklists, questions, reflections

Strategies for Monitoring Progress

Informal Observations and
Anecdotal Notes 

Comments on sticky notes or computer
labels collected in individual or group
folders, checklists to help focus expected
behaviors 

Learning Logs Forms, prompts

Progress Checklists Checklist with milestones, due dates and
approval stages

Progress Reports Forms, prompts

Project Meetings and Conferences Agenda, goals, and process forms

Strategies for Checking for Understanding and Encouraging Metacognition

Written Journals Prompts for journal entries, journal review
plan

Video and Photojournals Outline of photo sequence and topic (shot
list), schedule for video scenes

Informal Questioning Questions

Written and Oral Tests and Quizzes Test and quiz questions
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Step 2: Understanding the Types of Assessments

As you can see in the previous table,  a variety of assessment

instruments can assist with student assessment, depending on the

assessment method. Some common assessments used in a project-

approach to learning are:

• Rubrics—Rubrics are assessments that have a trait or collection of traits with
specific criteria that clearly define for both student and teacher different levels of
performance or product expectations.

• Checklists—A checklist is a list of items, steps, or elements needed for a task that
is checked off as completed. Checklists are used by teachers for observation and
analysis of student work and by the students to monitor progress and self-assess.

• Scoring Guides—Scoring Guides are assessments that have points attached to
them and are used by teachers to assign a grade and by students to monitor
progress and self-assess. Scoring Guides assign point values or ratings to indicate
the level of achievement in order to give grades.

A Closer Look at Rubrics

Projects usually culminate with final products or performances; these

demonstrations of learning are best assessed using a rubric that defines

criteria and a scale of quality indicators. Rubrics are distinguished from

other scoring tools, like checklists, because they outline levels of quality

with descriptors. Descriptions of quality work at each level give students

and teachers common language for expectations of final work. Rubrics

can be reviewed and fine-tuned in discussions with students as the 

product or performance task is assigned—this creates buy-in and

understanding of expectations. 
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Assessment Method Assessment Instruments

Strategies for Demonstrating Understanding and Skill

Products Rubrics, scoring guides

Performances Rubrics, scoring guides

Portfolios Checklists, rubrics, scoring guides, reflection
questions

Student-Led Conferences Forms, prompts




