Microsoft SchooiNets

Partners in Learning South Africa

Report on activities, training and events to promote the
Microsoft Partners in Learning Network

conducted in Financial Year 2014 — Quarter 1
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1 Introduction

SchoolNet SA was tasked with driving registrations for the Partners in Learning Network (PiL-N) at the end of
the 2013 Financial Year and contributed towards more that 2 400 teachers registering on this portal.
SchoolNet SA is continuing with this process — making use of a dedicated staff member, Ernest Dikobe to visit
schools as well as other staff members to encourage registrations during training sessions and other events
involving teachers. This report outlines the ways in which the Partners in Learning Network as well as the
Microsoft Partners in Learning Forum were promoted during the first quarter of the 2014 financial year (i.e.
beginning of July 2013 — end of September 2013).

2 Webinars

On 15 July 2013 seven of the Vodacom ICT Resource Centre managers joined a call to learn about the Partners
in Learning Network with a view to being able to promote it to teachers making use of the resource centres.
Three of the centre managers joined the PiL-Network for the first time during the call and the other managers
signed in so that they could tour through the resources available. The centre managers were guided through
the different sections of the portal and they discussed how the educators using their centres can make use of
the tools. Questions about the registration procedure and uploading learning activities were answered. Nomty
Gcaba encouraged all centre managers to continue exploring the Partners in Learning Network so that they
get used to all the features and can explain the benefits during training sessions.

3 Social Media

The Partners in Learning Network continues to be promoted via SchoolNet SA’s newsletter and social media
platforms and SchoolNet SA updates the PiL- Africa Twitter and Facebook feeds. During the first quarter of
2014 the main focus was on encouraging teachers to upload learning activities to the Partners in Learning
Network and to apply to be Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts. SchoolNet’s online facilitator Fiona Beal
responded to numerous tweets and emails requesting assistance with Learning Activities and a blog post was
set up to help teachers with their applications.

Below is the article that appeared on the SchoolNet SA homepage www.schoolnet.org.za . This article linked

many teachers who visit SchoolNet SA’s webpage to the relevant tabs of the Partners in Learning Network.

Apply to be a Microsoft Innovative Educator Expert by 30 September 2013

If you would like to win a trip to Barcelona, Spain to participate in the Global Microsoft
Partners in Learning Forum you have until 30 September 2013 fo apply o be a Microsoft
Innovative Educator Expert. If you are passionate about using technology to enhance
education and motivating others you could be selected to join this exclusive global community
by applying to be an Educator Expert and sharing your Learning Activity on the Pariners in
Leaming Network. ...

» Read more

At various conference, events and demonstrations teachers are encouraged to “Like” the Partners in
Learning Network Africa facebook page so that they receive regular updates and links to new tools and
articles that will be of interest to them. To date this page has received 466 likes and this number continues
to grow.
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4 Events and conferences

Mpumalanga: Vodacom Training
On 24 June 2013 Dikobe worked with six educators from two schools in
the Emalahleni area who were being trained to make use of tablets in
the classroom for educational purposes. As part of their training,
teachers were shown how the tablet could be used as a tool for joining
professional networks and as a means of accessing resources. All six
teachers joined the Partners in Learning Network during this session and watched

as the features were demonstrated. The educators were shown how to look for
free tools and especially enjoyed downloading a tool and developing an activity in
which the tool could be used to enhance a lesson. These teachers will now be able
to continue to access the Partners in Learning Network resources through the
tablets they have been provided with through this project.

Free State: SchoolNet ICT in the Classroom Conference

During this conference, which took place at the University of Free State from 2 — 4 July 2013, Microsoft
| personnel manned a stand at which teachers were shown Windows 8 on tablets,
mobile phones and laptops and were encouraged to sign up for the Partners in
Learning Network. Microsoft’s Colin Erasmus and Luca Decour were joined by
Ernest Dikobe who used the opportunity to familiarize himself with Windows 8 so
that he would be able to conduct demonstrations on this in the future. Dikobe was
also present during sessions run by Microsoft’s Victor Ngobeni and Angela Schaerer
so that he could assist with getting teachers registered on the Partners in Learning
Network and could encourage them to apply
to be Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts.

One of the highlights of the SchoolNet ICT in
the Classroom conference was the Microsoft sponsored cocktail
evening. This included presenting Microsoft’s “Vision of the Future” and
a Windows 8 device demo to more than 500 delegates. The teachers
were amazed to see some of the features of the devices, and there was
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a long queue at the device wall during the cocktail function as teachers waited to have an opportunity to try
out the Windows 8 devices.

Microsoft sponsored 21 teachers from South Africa and Lesotho who had uploaded Learning Activities to the
Partners in Learning Network to attend the ICT in the Classroom Conference.
During one of the conference sessions these teachers each had five minutes to
present their learning activity, TeachMeet style, to a large audience of teachers
who had come to see what their colleagues had produced. A number of teachers
in the audience also wanted to find out more about entering the competition
themselves. Conference goers were invited via Twitter to go to the Partners in
Learning Network to vote for their favorite Learning Activity which led to many
conference goers accessing the Network and seeing the process for
participating themselves. Michelle van Wyk received the most votes for her
“Jump on the Technology Bandwagon” activity and she was presented with a
Smartboard and projector by Vastratech at the Microsoft cocktail function.

Free State: Principals Forum
On the 4" September Ernest attended a principal’s forum where principals were trained on ICT leadership.
Principals were encouraged to motivate their schools to use 21 century teaching and learning designs.
Ernest managed to give out Microsoft PIL-Network bookmarks to 180 principals to encourage them and their
staff members to sign up in order to access resources for innovative schools.

Gauteng: Maths Centre Workshop
On 10 July 2013 Angela Shearer presented a workshop for Maths trainers from
around the country at Microsoft’s offices in Bryanston which included providing
an introduction to the resources available on the Partners in Learning Network to
support Maths education. One activity included educators using AutoCollage,
Maths Worksheet generator or Moviemaker to create something interesting to
enhance a lesson. Dikobe assisted at this session with getting teachers registered
on the PiL Network and in a discussion on 215 Century Learning design.

Gauteng: Education Technology Summit

On 23 July 2013 Megan Rademeyer presented on "Finding, Creating and Sharing
Learning Activities" at the Education Technology Summit in Midrand, Gauteng.

This summit was attended by approximately 60 delegates comprising teachers, principals, representative
from NGOs and departments of education. Delegates were shown
examples of learning activities developed by previous Microsoft
Partners in Learning Forum winners and they were encouraged to
develop and share their own Learning Activities using the Partners
in Learning Network. Those delegates who are not teachers were
encouraged to motivate innovative teachers within their networks

to apply to be Microsoft Expert Educators.
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Mpumalanga: Principals Forum: Emalahleni Vodacom ICT Resource Centre

On 8 August 2013 Ernest conducted a workshop for 30 principals and 58 educators on the benefits of using
the Vodacom ICT Resource centre. The meeting was also attended by
provincial and district officials. Educators and principals were shown
the benefits of using the centre and discussed what principals can do to
encourage educators to use the centre. Educators were shown how to
register on the Vodacom Digital Classroom portal in order to access
resources and get daily updates. Ernest also demonstrated how
educators can register on the PIL-Network and access free educational
tools. Educators were shown how to apply to be Microsoft Innovative
Educators and were told about the chance to win a trip to the Global
Partners in Learning Forum.

The forum, conducted by Ernest Dikobe took place on the 16 August 2013.
It was attended by 8 principals and a district official, Mr. Mathivha.
Principals were shown how educators can access professional
development opportunities through different courses offered by
SchoolNet, Microsoft and Intel at the centres. Ernest demonstrated how
to register on the Vodacom Digital Classroom in order to access teaching
and learning resources and how to register on the PIL-Network. Ernest
helped principals to create e-mail accounts where these were needed.

Gauteng: ICT Expo

On the 17 August 2013 Ernest attended the ICT expo at CR Swart
Secondary School in Pretoria. Ernest promoted SchoolNet and helped
educators sign up on the free membership. Educators also had an
opportunity to register on the PIL-Network and they managed to
download free tools on their laptops. This district organized event
allowed more than 100 teachers to be exposed to the Partners in
Learning Network and led to schools asking Dikobe to come to their

schools to do a demonstration for the rest of the staff.

Gauteng: ISASSA Interns Workshop

Megan Rademeyer was asked to address a group of 25 pre-service
teachers who are part of the Independent Schools Association intern
programme at St Albans on 29 August 2013. These interns are
studying towards either a B Ed degree or a PGCE and are placed at
independent schools to gain work experience under the guidance of
outstanding teachers whilst they are studying to become teachers
themselves. The group will be graduating at the end of 2013 and will
then go to teach at state schools from 2014. The title of Megan’s
session was “Imagine What's Possible — Use your imagination to

enhance your lessons” and included showing examples of projects and lessons created by former Partners in
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Learning Forum winners who had managed to produce exciting activities using only free tools including those
found on the Partners in Learning Network. The interns were excited to see how they could continue to use
technology at schools that may not have the same resources and facilities they have had access to at the
independent schools.

Gauteng: UJ Education Leadership Institute

On 31 August 2013 Megan Rademeyer presented a session on “Using
technology to enhance education” to 70 principals who are
participating in the University of Johannesburg Education Leadership
Institute Programme. The focus of the session was on how schools
could maximize free tools to enhance lessons and how teachers can
and should join networks such as the SchoolNet Membership
Programme and the Partners in Learning Network to be part of a

professional learning community. The principals were also interested
to learn about the Innovative Schools toolkit available through the Partners in Learning Network.

Lesotho: Literacy for Life Pilot Project

On 11 September 2013 the Lesotho Literacy for
Life project was launched at the Lesotho College
of Education by Steven Duggan, Microsoft’s
Director for Worldwide Education Strategy.
Through this project up to 320 final year students
will each be issued with a Windows 8 mobile
phone to use for educational purposes. One of
the requirements for applying to be part of this

i project is for students to register on the Partners
in Learning Network as this portal will provide students with a range of resources and a community that they
can then access via the phones. '

In addition to the pre-service teachers, this project involves working with
15 teachers and lecturers from 4 Lesotho schools and the Lesotho
College of Education who were selected to be part of the pilot project.
Whilst the comprehensive training session has yet to take place, during
the introductory session Megan Rademeyer presented a session showing
what other teachers had done using technology to inspire teachers to
think of how they can use the phones and projectors to create engaging
learning activities in under-resourced schools.

5 Gauteng: Partners in Learning
Network School Demonstrations

This quarter, Ernest Dikobe has visited the following Gauteng schools to promote the Partners in Learning
Network and to encourage teachers to apply to become Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts. Photographs
and highlights from some of these sessions are listed below:
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Number
Date School Venue attended
17-Jul-13 | Moshoeshoe Primary School Daveyton, Gauteng 23
22-Jul-13 | Seotloane Primary school Tembisa, Gauteng 15
24-Jul-13 | Etwatwa High School Benoni, Gauteng 26
26-Jul-13 | Phomolong Primary School Tembisa, Gauteng 19
29-Jul-13 | Lyndurst Primary School Lyndurst, Gauteng 14
30-Jul-13 | William Hills Secondary Benoni, Gauteng 16
31-Jul-13 | Orchards Primary School Bramley West, Gauteng 16
02-Aug-13 | Observatory Girls Primary Observatory, Gauteng 17
05-Aug-13 | Fortune Kunene Primary Vosloorus, Gauteng 15
07-Aug-13 | John Mitchel Primary Jeppestown, Gauteng 20
14-Aug-13 | Willowmoore High School Benoni, Gauteng 19
19-Aug-13 | Siphethu Primary School Etwatwa, Gauteng 25
21-Aug-13 | Dr Knak Primary School Alexandra, Gauteng 21
26-Aug-13 | Embizo, Tersia King Learning Tembisa, Gauteng 15
29-Aug-13 | Johannesburg West Roodepoort, Gauteng 39
02-Sep-13 | FairSand Primary School FairSand, Gauteng 18
10-Sep-13 | Athlone Primary School Observatory, Gauteng
11-Sep-13 | Benoni Primary School Actonville, Benoni, Gauteng 22

2william Hills Secondary
teachers were eager to find out
about the Innovative Expert
Educator competition

1Seotloane Primary School -
teachers learning about uploading
their own Learning Activities
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Aetwatwa High School - where Ernest had 3Phomo|ong Secondary School - where

demonstrate Maths worksheet generator ¢
laptop as it would not work on Gauteng On
computers

educators thought of ways to make lessons
more engaging using the free tools available

60rchards Primary School where

teachers saw Worldwide Telescope
and Songsmith demos

5Lyndhurst Primary School - where MovieMaker
and Autocollage were big hits

g

Be: | RN

80bservatory Girls Primary School only had one

.. computer with an internet connection but
so that all the staff would have an opportunity . .
teachers signed up on their phones

to register

7 william Hills Secondary - Ernest visited twice

10Fortune Kunene Primary School _95iphethu Primary School - a number of teachers had their own
members helped colleagues to get rlaptops and downloaded the tools as they were demonstrated
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12Embizo Schools event was 11Discovery Primary School visit
attended by teachers from was organized by district ICT
different schools in Tembisa coordinator Karen de Jong Ali

14Athlone Girls teachers were excited
to see the Maths Worksheet Generator
being demonstrated

13s8enoni Primary School - most teachers

used their own laptops to download and use
the free tools

6 KwaZulu Natal: Interactive Board
Training Presentations

Vumandaba Cluster

On 8 July 2013 Nomty Gcaba attended the Vumandaba Cluster interactive
board training where she had arranged to be given a 30 minute slot to

present on the Partners in Learning Network. Of the 30 teachers in the
audience, nine were able to register during the sessions and the others will
register on their own at a later stage. All educators were excited about the

resources and the fact that they will be able to communicate with other
educators globally.

Umlazi Cluster
On 9 July 2013 Nomty Gcaba visited the Umlazi interactive whiteboard training
session which was being presented by IT officer Ayanda Zuma. Ayanda
introduced Nomty to all participants and gave Nomty an opportunity to
present the Partners in Learning Network and SchoolNet membership
program. Most educators in this session had their laptops with them
and others had I-pads. Many already had Gmail or Yahoo email
accounts which meant that at least 10 teachers were able to sign up
during the session and the remaining five promised to do so.
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7 Limpopo: Mini-Roadshow to Schools

Almost a quarter of the Microsoft sponsored teachers who were selected to attend the SchoolNet ICT
Classroom conference on the basis of having uploaded good learning activities to the Partners in Learning
Network came from Limpopo. In order to support the teachers of Limpopo in their efforts to use technology
to enhance their lessons, Ernest Dikobe visited a number of schools in the province and conducted sessions
to demonstrate the Partners in Learning Network. Teachers from schools near to the host schools and
district officials were also invited to attend these sessions in the hope that they will then share what they
have learnt with their colleagues.

Number
Date School Venue attended
12-Aug-13 | Vele Seconday School Tshihxwatza, Venda, Limpopo 19
14-Aug-13 | Pulamadibogo Primary School Polokwane, Limpopo 19
15-Aug-13 | Lekota Secondary School Polokwane, Limpopo 24
16-Aug-13 | Vodacom ICT centre Makhado, Venda Limpopo 8

Vele Secondary School

Vele Secondary School in northern Limpopo is supported by the Oprah
Angels Network and had previously received ICT Skills for Teachers

training sponsored by Microsoft. As this school is one of very few in the
area that has a computer lab and internet access the PIL-Network
presentation took place over two days, 12 and 13 August 2013, so that
teachers from both Vele and neighboring schools could be shown how to
register. The workshop was attended by 19 educators. Ernest
demonstrated how to download free tools. Educators were then given a

task on how use the Maths WorkSheet generator and they were excited =]

to see how easy it is to use free tools to make their teaching fun. More tools were downloaded and
educators were encouraged to use play around with them in order to get confidence in using them. All
educators managed to register on the network.

Pulamadibogo Primary School
The workshop took place on the 14 August 2013 at Pulamadiboga
Primary School in Mankweng, Polokwane. It was attended by 12
educators from different schools who had been invited by
Principal Phuti Ragopela. This principal is a former ISPA Super
Teacher of the Year winner and is a respected advocate for using
technology in education in her community. Phuti had also invited
a number of teachers to attend the Mankweng Innovation
Workshop and she helped to get teachers registered on the
Partners in Learning Network using her own laptop during this

session. It is teachers like Phuti that help to motivate others to
also use technology in their lessons and we were pleased to have
an opportunity to visit this school.
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Lekota Secondary School

The PIL-Network presentation at Lekota Secondary School was
organized by Mr. Chipa Maimela was attended by 21 educators from
different schools around his area. Chipa presented the learning activity
that he had shared on the Partners in Learning Network that had
earned him a sponsorship to attend the SchoolNet ICT in the
Classroom conference in order to encourage educators to enter the
competition. Ernest and Chipa managed to register all educators who
attended.

8 Conclusion

As at 30 September 2013, 3 347 South African and 154 Lesotho teachers had registered on the Partners in
Learning Network. A total of 28 South African and 3 Lesotho teachers submitted Learning Activities and
applied to be Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts by the closing date of 30 September 2013. Of all of the
countries participating in this event, South Africa came 12" in terms of numbers of applications submitted —
surpassing all other Middle East and Africa countries with the exception of Egypt and many other countries
such as Germany, Canada, Australia, China and the United Kingdom. This is a pleasing achievement given
that the entry process involved a lot of work and was different to the process used for previous Forums. We
look forward to seeing which South African and Lesotho teachers will participate in the Global Partners in
Learning Forum.

Ernest Dikobe and Megan Rademeyer
Programmes Manager
SchoolNet SA — September 2013
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