Report to Free State Department of Education
on Microsoft Partners in Learning Training
conducted between January 2012 and May 2014

Contents
Contents .............................................................................................................................................................. 1
1

2

3

Partners in Learning training sponsored by the Free State Department of Education ............................... 2
1.1

Microsoft Partners in Learning: ICT Skills for Teachers ....................................................................... 3

1.2

Microsoft Partners in Learning: One Step Further .............................................................................. 4

1.3

Microsoft Partners in Learning: HelpDesk Deploying Student Technical Solutions ............................ 5

1.4

Microsoft Partners in Learning: ICT Leadership for Education Managers........................................... 7

Partners in Learning training sponsored by Vodacom Foundation ............................................................. 7
2.1

Microsoft Partners in Learning - ICT Skills for Teachers - Training of Trainers ................................... 8

2.2

Microsoft Partners in Learning – HelpDesk Course – Training of Trainers.......................................... 9

2.3

Partners in Learning - ICT Leadership for Education Managers .......................................................... 9

Partners in Learning Training Sponsored by Microsoft ............................................................................... 9
3.1

DigiStudents workshop........................................................................................................................ 9

3.2

Peer Coaching ...................................................................................................................................... 9

3.3

Microsoft Partners in Learning Innovation Workshops .................................................................... 11

3.4

Microsoft Partners in Learning Forum and Innovation Workshops .................................................. 12

3.5

Microsoft in Education Innovative Schools Programme ................................................................... 13

3.6

Microsoft supported conferences and events in Free State ............................................................. 14

Conclusion and Recommendations ................................................................................................................... 14

SchoolNet SA – Microsoft Training conducted in Free State – 2011 - 2014

Page 1

Introduction
Since 2005, Microsoft has offered a range of Partners in Learning courses and events to teachers and schools
in the Free State. Having seen the value of the Partners in Learning courseware, the Free State Department
of Education has committed some of their own professional development budget towards offering Microsoft
training to other schools in the province. The Vodacom Foundation supports an ICT Resource Centre Thaba
Nchu, and Microsoft is a key strategic partners in this initiative. SchoolNet SA has built capacity at this centre
for staff to run a number of Microsoft Partners in Learning courses which are now being offered to teachers
in the district around the centre. The ICTise Unit of the University of the Free State also makes use of the
Microsoft Partners in Learning courseware to ensure that pre-service teachers are able to use technology to
enhance teaching and learning when they begin teaching. The ICTise unit also works closely with SchoolNet
SA and the Free State Department of Education to offer training and support to in-service teachers in the
province.
In addition to these initiatives Microsoft continues to fund selected training sessions in the Free State to
build local capacity and as proof-of concept projects. For example, Eunice High School was selected as a
Microsoft Innovative School in 2009 and subsequently this school was asked to lead the localization of the
Innovative Schools training materials and to share their best practices with other innovative schools in the
Bloemfontein area. More recently Eunice High School was selected as a Microsoft Innovative Mentor School
and World Tour School and has received international accolades as a school that promotes 21st century
learning.
This report covers the Microsoft Partners in Learning training sessions and events coordinated by SchoolNet
SA that have taken place in the Free State between 2011 and 2014. Firstly training commissioned by the Free
State Department of Education is listed; followed by training that has taken place at the Vodacom
Foundation supported ICT Resource Centre; and finally the training sessions and initiatives that Microsoft
has sponsored in the province are described. For reports on initiatives in this province prior to this date,
please consult the reports archived on the SchoolNet SA website – reports page.

1

Partners in Learning training sponsored by the Free State
Department of Education

Since 2010 the Free State Department of Education has
appointed SchoolNet SA to offer Microsoft Partners in
Learning training to schools in the Free State. Working on a
holistic approach, teachers build their computer skills
through the ICT Skills for Teachers course; teachers with
better computer skills learn basic skills for integrating
technology into the classroom though the One Step Further
course; technical capacity for selected teachers and
learners is built through the HelpDesk course; and school managers learn the value of technology in the
classroom and how best to manage this through the ICT Leadership for Education managers course.
Budget dependent, the plan is to offer this bouquet of courses to 20 – 30 new schools each year across all
five districts in the Free State. All of these courses use the Microsoft Partners in Learning courseware and in
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many cases the trainers were trained through Microsoft sponsored capacity building. Listed below are the
schools that have been trained through this project between 2011 and 2014 as well as the total number of
teachers trained.

1.1

Microsoft Partners in Learning: ICT Skills for Teachers

This introductory ICT skills training provides teachers with initial, intermediate and advanced scenarios that
directly relate to their roles as teachers. The course caters to the teachers’ needs and interests, emphasizing
the development of independent learning skills. Scenarios include:
 Create a simple mark-book
 Create a class database
 Mail merge a letter
 Create a multimedia presentation
Between 2010 and 2011 this course was offered to teachers from the following 30 schools and a total of 452
teachers attended training.
Fezile Dabi District
Phiritona Secondary School
Ntha Intermediate School
Adeline Meje Primary School
SS Paki Secondary School
Renyakaletso Primary School
Lejweleputswa District
Bahale Secondary School
Kheleng Secondary School
Kutloanong Secondary School
Taiwe Secondary School
Reatlehile Secondary School
Thotagauta Secondary School
Thabo Mofutsanyana
Glenash Combined School
Lekgule Secondary School
Mangaung Intermediate
Tshepang Secondary School
Harrismith High School
Fateng S Thuto Primary School
Mosiuoa Lekota Secondary
School

Motheo District
Heide Primary School
Manyatseng Primary School
Vulamasango Secondary
School
Moemedi Secondary School
Reutlwalhetse Secondary
Kgorathuto Secondary School
Bloemfontein South
Xhariep District
Boaramelo Combined School
Beang Tse Molemo Secondary
School
JB Tyu SS
Wongalethu SS
Springfontein SS

Between September 2011 and March 2012, a further 10 schools received training in Microsoft Partners in
Learning ICT Skills for Teachers and 150 teachers attended these sessions.

Lejweleputswa District

Fezile Dabi District

Letsete Secondary School
Senzile Combined School

Kearabetswe Secondary School
Boiphihlelo Secondary School
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Thabo Mofutsanyana District

Motheo District

Intuthuko-Katlego Secondary School
Regotsotetse Secondary School

Morago Primary School
Mothusi Primary School

Xhariep District
Philpollis Combined School
PT Sanders Primary School

Ten more schools received this course between September 2012 and March
2013, with an additional 172 teachers being trained.
Thabo Mofutsanyana District
Vulandlela Primary School
Patsana Intermediate
Fezile Dabi District
Tharollo Primary School
Poelano Primary School
Motheo District
Lereng Secondary School and Ntemoseng
Secondary School
Ntemoseng Secondary School

Xhariep District
Ikanyegeng Combined School
Leretlhabetse Primary School
Diamanhoogte Combined School
Panorama Secondary School
Lejweleputswa District
Kegomoditswe Primary School
Iphateleng Secondary School

The most recent round of the ICT Skill for Teachers course took place between
September 2013 and March 2014. Teachers from the following schools were
trained.

Lejweleputswa District Schools (63)
Bothaville Primary School
Hlaboloha Primary Schools
Refihletse Combined School
Welkom Secondary School

Fezile Dabi District (80 teachers)
Gugulethu Intermediate School
Dibaseholo Primary School
Tjhaba Tsohle Primary School
Phomello Primary School

Lekgulo
Secondary
School
Beacon High School
Esizibeni Ordinary School
Reitz High School
Mphophomo Combined School
Motheo District (87 teachers)
Phetogane Secondary School
Strydom Secondary School
Goronyane Secondary School
Albert Moroka Secondary School

Thabo Mofutsanyana District (122 teachers)

1.2

Microsoft Partners in Learning: One Step Further

In this course, teachers are guided through the use of Microsoft Encarta and Microsoft One Note in order to
develop information skills and the ability to design of simple learning objects for teaching and learning. This
course is aimed at computer literate teachers who want to progress towards ICT integration.

SchoolNet SA – Microsoft Training conducted in Free State – 2011 - 2014

Page 4

Between September 2010 and March 2011 ten clustered rounds of training were held and a total of 164
teachers were trained.
Motheo District / Xhariep
Dr Blok Secondary School
Tsoseletso Secondary School
St Barnard's High School
Calculus High School
Barnard Molokoana Secondary School
Kaelang High School
Hoerskool Parys
Lejweleputswa District
Lebogang School
Goudveld School
Leseding School
Welkom High School
Kheleng School
HTS Welkom
Phehello School
Edu College
Thotagauta School
Kutloanong Combined School

1.3

Thabo Mofutsanyana
Tiisetsang SS
Ipokelleng SS
Rekgotsofetse SS
Kgotso-Uxolo SS
Fezile Dabi District
Barnard Molokoane School
SS Paki School
Boitlamo School
Weiveld School
Phehellang School
Parys Secondary School
Bodibeng Secondary School
Sediba Thutho School
Falesiwe School
Mfundo Thutho School
Tsebo Ulwazi School
Wilgerrivier School
Retshedisitswe School

Microsoft Partners in Learning: HelpDesk Deploying Student Technical
Solutions
Schools are increasingly facing the challenge of troubleshooting
current technology and deploying and maintaining new
equipment. This programme assists both learners and teachers
from schools to face this challenge with confidence. This course
develops capacity within the schools to solve basic technical
problems and to conduct simple network installations. The course
also helps develop an interest in IT as a profession amongst
learners who attend the course.

Ten clustered training sessions of the HelpDesk course took place
between September 2010 and March 2011, with a total of 221 teachers and learners being trained in the
following districts.

Fezile Dabi District
Barnard Molokoane School
SS Paki School
Boitlamo School
Weiveld School
Phehellang School
Parys Secondary School

Bodibeng Secondary School
Sediba Thutho School
Falesiwe School
Mfundo Thutho School
Tsebo Ulwazi School
Wilgerrivier School
Retshedisitswe School
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Lejweleputswa District
Lebogang School
Goudveld School
Leseding School
Welkom High School
Kheleng School
HTS Welkom
Phehello School
Sandveld School
Edu College
Thotagauta School
Kutloanong Combined School
Thabo Mofutsanyana
Tiisetsang SS
Ipokelleng SS
Rekgotsofetse SS
Thabo-Thokoza SS
Kgotso-Uxolo SS
Motheo District
Tsoseletso Secondary School
St Barnard's High School
Calculus High School
Kaelang High School

A further ten clusters of HelpDesk training took place between September 2013 and March 2014 as follows:
Thabo Mofutsanyana (37 teachers)
Glenash Combined School
Kkwetlisong Secondary School
Ntsu Secondary School
Tiisetsang Secondary School
Hoerskool Dirkie Uys
Iphondle Secondary School

Lejweleputswa District (32 teachers)
Unitas Secondary School
Leseding Technical High School
Lenakeng Secondary School
Thotagauta Secondary School
Lekgarietse Secondary School
Lephola Secondary School

Fezile Dabi District (52 teachers)
Iketsetseng-Zenzele Secondary School
Nkhopoleng Secondary School
Sakubutsha-Kahubutja Secondary School
Thakameso Seconddary School
Dr Cingo Secondary School
Kananelo Secondary School
Phephetso Secondary School
Bodibeng Secondary + Brentpark Secondary

Xhariep District (36 teachers)
Lefikeng Secondary School
Ntumediseng Secondary School
Kgauwo Secondary School
Sekanakangwedi Secondary School
Christian Lephoko
Phetogane
Strydom Secondary + Goronyane Secondary
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1.4

Microsoft Partners in Learning: ICT Leadership for Education Managers

This course is aimed as decision makers so that they can lead the
adoption of ICTs. Participants are shown how ICTs can improve
administration and become a catalyst for pedagogical change.
Modules include:
 What managers can do with ICT
 Management of ICT resources
 Uses of ICT for administration and teaching
 Issues regarding the ICT policy
Five clusters of ICT Leadership for Education Managers training tool place between September 2013 and
March 2014 with a total of 89 participants as listed below:
Lejweleputswa District
Bahale School
Reseamohetse High School
Hlaboloha Primary School
Seghobong School
Bodiba School
Lenakeng School
Motheo District
Goronyana Secondary School
Albert Moroka
Strydom School

2

Xhariep District
Thakameso Seconddary School
Dr Cingo Secondary School
Kananelo Secondary School
Fezile Dabi
Brentpark Secondary School
Yakhisizwe High School
Thabo Mofutsanyana District
Glenash Combined School
Kkwetlisong Secondary School
Ntsu Secondary School
Hoerskool Dirkie Uys
Iphondle Secondary School

Partners in Learning training sponsored by Vodacom Foundation

Since 2010, SchoolNet SA has been offering master training and support to centre management teams at the
nine provincial ICT Resource Centres supported by the Vodacom Foundation situated in the proof-of-concept
districts in each province in South Africa. Microsoft is a key strategic partner of this initiative, contributing its
Partners in Learning Courseware, assisting with capacity building, and offering its Office 365 services to the
centres. The Vodacom Foundation supported ICT Resource centres have each received the following
courses:
 SchoolNet SA - Centre Managers Course
 SchoolNet SA – Sizanani ICT Skills for Teachers – Training of Trainers
 Microsoft Partners in Learning - ICT Skills for Teachers - Training of Trainers
 Microsoft Partners in Learning – HelpDesk Course – Training of Trainers
 Microsoft Partners in Learning – Innovation Workshop
 Intel Teach – Easy Steps – Training of Trainers
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Microsoft Partners in Learning ICT Leadership for Education Managers (for school managers at
schools surrounding the centres)
Peer Coaching (being run for schools clustered around 4 centres in 2014)

Below is a description of the Microsoft Partners in Learning training that has taken place at the ICT Resource
Centre supported by Vodacom Foundation in the Free State.

2.1

Microsoft Partners in Learning - ICT Skills for Teachers - Training of Trainers

From 7 to 9 October 2013 potential trainers from various FET schools
attended the ICT Skills for Teachers course facilitated by Nomty Gcaba so that
they could experience the course as participants. These potential trainers then
were trained as trainers by Victor Ngobeni on 25 and 26 October 2013.
Following on from this capacity building a number of rounds of ICT Skills for
Teachers training have taken place
From 18 - 20 November and 25 – 27 November 2013, the ICT Skills for Teachers course was offered at the
centre by centre manager, Mosebetsi Mphuthi. This session was attended by 15 educators from Katamelo
Primary School (located in Botshabelo village - 15 kilometers from Thaba’Nchu). The atmosphere during the
training was vibrant and most teachers exhibited an eagerness to be able to use computers.
Further ICT Skills for Teachers workshops were held on the 24 and 25 January
2014, and from 31 January to 2 of February 2014. Goronyane Secondary
School staff attended one of the workshops where Mr Mphuthi conducted
the training. About 25% of the trainees were beginners. This was obvious
when they couldn’t open the word processing application or understand the
basic functions of the computer such as shutting down the computer in the
correct way. Despite their lack of expertise in ICT skills, they were highly
motivated and displayed a high level of eagerness to learn more.
According to the trainees, the coursework was designed in a manner that it conforms with their daily normal
routine in their classrooms. More emphasis is put on how they (teachers) can best deliver the content to its
intended recipients (learners) through integrating ICT in their classrooms. The coursework is also designed
in such a way that modern classroom instructions are enhanced through including technology.
More ICT Skills for Teachers workshops were held on 7 and 8 January 2014,
and on 14 and 15 February 2014. Thirty three educators from Strydom
Secondary School staff attended the workshop that was facilitated by Mr
Mphuthi. The purpose of the workshop was to equip educators with the
necessary basic ICT Skills that would enable them to enhance their teaching
methods. About 34% of the trainees were beginners. This was the biggest
group of educators of all the sessions of that nature ever conducted at the
Motheo Vodacom ICT Centre.
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2.2

Microsoft Partners in Learning – HelpDesk Course – Training of Trainers

This course took place between 24 and 28 September 2013. Unfortunately the course was not well attended
– with only one person present on day one and 14 present on the final day. Attendance was hampered by
the fact that most participants travelled from Bloemfontein which is 70 kilometers away. Added to this was
the fact that none of the participants had technical IT qualifications and it appeared that the organizers were
trying to fill up the course with whoever was available to attend as opposed to people with the pre-requisite
qualifications to potentially qualify as trainers for this course. Whilst the people who did attend the sessions
built some technical knowledge, it is a pity that this opportunity was not maximized by the staff of the ICT
Resource Centre to build local capacity to run this course.

2.3

Partners in Learning - ICT Leadership for
Education Managers

A workshop for ICT Leadership was held at Motheo Vodacom ICT
Centre from 10 to 12 February 2014. The workshop was facilitated by
Ms Elna Marais. The purpose of this workshop was to capacitate
managers on ICT leadership skills which will assist them to gear the
utilization of ICT equipment in their schools. This was a successful
workshop as most of the principals from the 30 Vodacom schools
attended.

3

Partners in Learning Training Sponsored by Microsoft

3.1

DigiStudents workshop

When technology tools used in the real world are put into the hands of
students, the students can better see themselves as problem solvers and
can also more fully communicate their capacity to solve problems to the
world community. By giving students access to technology, a wide range of
problems that would ordinarily be beyond the reach of students to solve
can become achievable.
It is against this background that on the 29 January 2014 a workshop for DigiStudents was held at Motheo
Vodacom ICT Centre. It was conducted by a Microsoft facilitator Mr. Victor Ngobeni. Thirty learners from
Grades 10-12 at six local schools (five learners from each school accompanied by one educator) were invited to
attend the workshop. The schools were Totlanang, Phetogane, Strydom, Christian Liphoko, Goronyane and
Albert Moroka Secondary School. The purpose of the workshop was to equip learners on Windows 8
Applications that would assist them to better execute their school work such as homework, assignments, and
projects. Mr Ntsieni Mphuti reported that the educators who accompanied the learners were impressed and
excited when the facilitator introduced them to the Photo Story software to create digital storytelling to
enhance classroom instruction.

3.2

Peer Coaching

The peer coaching programme is a whole-school professional development model aimed at training teacher
leaders to serve as coaches for colleagues. Through the peer coaching process, teachers are encouraged to
promote engaged learning and to incorporate ICT integration into teaching and learning practices.
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The peer coaching programme is a nine month long series of five workshops preparing teacher leaders to
improve lesson design and master coaching skills. Preparation for the Peer Coaching course is always
challenging as the course requirements are often ignored by principals and the coaches selection criteria is
often not observed. Some of the requirements for nominated coaches to participate in the programme are:
ICT literacy; access to computers; connection to the internet; and a completed application form. Despite
these challenges, teachers who commit to the Peer Coaching programme and who actively participate in all
sessions are exposed to a wealth of tools and resources for developing a coaching plan; they learn to
communicate more effectively with their colleagues; they learn skills for improving lessons; and they engage
in authentic problem-based tasks that help them to teach more
effectively.
In 2011, Microsoft sponsored four clusters of Peer Coaching training in
East London (Eastern Cape), Port Elizabeth (Eastern Cape), Tshwane
(Gauteng) and Bloemfontein (Free State) whilst three other clusters in
KwaZulu-Natal and two more in Limpopo were sponsored by the
Vodacom Foundation and SITA. The peer coaching cluster that took
place in the Free State is described in more detail below.

Free State: Peer Coaching in Bloemfontein
Thirty two teachers from the following sixteen schools participated in this course which the ICTise Unit of the
University of the Free State hosted the training in its well-equipped computer centre.
Bergmanshoogte School
Eunice High School
Iketsetseng Comprehensive
Legae Intermediate School
Mafube Intemediate School
Manyatseng Intermediate

Marang School
Ntediseng Intermediate School
Paul Roux Intermediate
Refentse Primary School
Rosenhof High School
Thabo Vuyo School

Trompsburg Secondary School
Unity Primary School
Welkom High School
Wilhem Postma Primary
Lesotho STIC delegates

Whilst coaches actively participated in the communication and listening skills activities, challenges were
initially cited in completing artifacts to explain Peer Coaching to other staff members. This was directly
a result of the fact that many coaches had never before experienced using PowerPoint or Publisher and
the criteria for the selection of coaches had not been adhered to. To make the most of the enthusiasm
of the participants, the facilitator was able to employ just in time learning and with the help of other
literate coaches she worked through basic skills needed to complete the task at hand.
After the first workshop, the poor computer skills of some coachers prompted the facilitator to
request an assistant for all future peer coaching workshops. The assistant was able to work in
tandem with the facilitator to provide just in time support for skills required to complete activities.
This helped to ensure that the needs of all participants in this large group were met and that
coaches with good computer skills were not slowed down by participant who still needed help
completing basic computer tasks.
Coaches listed the following responses when asked what they thought would be their challenges to
implementation of Peer Coaching at their respective schools:
“Educators willingness to make it a success”
“Access to computers if the centre is locked”
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“Attitude of senior educators who are not comfortable using ICTs”
“Coaching colleagues who have never touched a computer”
“Convincing staff that they could all benefit from coaching”
“To find a time slot for peer coaching and to let peer coaching become pervasive”
“Support from SMT and colleagues”
It is hoped that the Peer Coaching course has provided the coaches with strategies for overcoming
these obstacles to technology being integrated into teaching and learning at their schools.

Plans are underway to offer another cluster of Peer Coaching training to take place for schools in the
Bloemfontein area in 2014. This cluster of training will be offered by the ICTise Unit of the University
of Free State.

3.3

Microsoft Partners in Learning Innovation Workshops

Microsoft Innovation Workshops are run in order to provide insights and practical strategies to
teachers wishing to become innovative educators by enhancing their lessons using technology. The
workshops expose teachers to a range of tools that they can use, and they give examples of how
other teachers have used these tools in their lessons.
Attention is also paid to how to maximize the development
of 21st century skills within a Learning Activity. Whilst it is
hoped that many of the teachers who attend the
Innovation workshops will go on to upload a Learning
Activity to the Microsoft Partners in Learning Network
(www.pil-network.com), the sessions also promote good
teaching practices for teachers who do not yet feel
confident enough to apply to be Microsoft Innovative
Educator Experts.
Below the various Innovation Workshops that have taken place in the Free State are described:

Free State – Innovation Days
On the 27th of August and 3rd of September 2011 Innovation in Education Workshops were held at
the University of the Free State. These workshops were run by the ICT Innovation in School
Education unit and the e-Learning division of the Free State Department of Education with Microsoft
contributing catering and Learning Suite DVDs. More than 600 teachers attended the workshops at
the University and these were followed by workshops in each of the five Free State Districts. These
workshops, held in Bloemfontein, Welkom, Sasolburg and
Bethlehem were attended by more than 160 teachers from
both primary and high schools.
The aim of these workshops was to encourage teachers to
implement their new skills and to hopefully then enter
their projects into the Microsoft Partners in Learning
Forum. According to facilitator Sarietjie Musgrave “The
focus of each of the workshops was to bring together a
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community of teachers to learn and exchange expertise, while fostering dialogue on best practices,
innovation and pedagogy. Teachers were engaged intellectually when exceptional innovative
practices of technology integration in the educational process were shared.”

2012 – Innovation Workshop
To encourage teachers to enter the 2012 Microsoft Partners in Learning Forum an Innovation
Workshop took place at the ICTise Unit of the University of Free State. This session had been
promoted during the University of the Free State Innovation Showcase day and was very well
attended by 35 participants. The person appointed as the centre manager for the Free State
Vodacom ICT Resource Centre also passed on invitations to schools supported by this project. The
new format of the course lent itself well to training a big group of people and access to a good lab
and high speed internet access made it easy for teachers to join the various networks and make use
of the tools available.

3.4

Microsoft Partners in Learning Forum and Innovation Workshops

Nine entries into the Partners in Learning Forum were received from the Free State for the 2012
Microsoft in Education Forum, and from these three Free State teachers were selected as finalists.
All three of these teachers went on to win prizes at the Forum. Lerato Mazimba of St Bernard’s High
School won second place in the Collaboration category for her “From Trash to Couture” project.
Riathe Engels of Harmonie Primary School won the “Educators’ Choice award” for her project on
“Innovative Ways to Recycle – TRASH ART” and Anita van Vuuren of Primêre Skool Universitas won
an “Innovation and Change Agent” judge’s award as well as second place in the “Cutting Edge Use of
Microsoft Technology for Learning” category for her project entitled “TjokvolLEER”.

It should be noted that Anita van Vuuren who was a finalist in
the 2012 Microsoft Partners in Learning Forum held in Durban
in 2012 went on to enter the National Teachers Awards
competition in 2013. At this competition Anita won the ICT
Enhanced Education Category with the same project that she
had entered into the Microsoft in Education Forum.

In 2013, twenty teachers who had uploaded Learning Activities to the
Partners in Learning Network were invited to present their projects as
part of the SchoolNet SA ICT in the Classroom conference which took
place at the University of the Free State in July 2013. A number of
entries were received from the Free State, including one from
Michelle van Wyk that went on to receive the most votes as the “best
project” when conference goers were asked to select their favorite
project. Having this event in the Free State also made it possible to
include two teaching students from the University of Free State to
present their projects and to enjoy the professional development
opportunity that the conference provided.
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3.5

Microsoft in Education Innovative Schools Programme

Eunice High School was first selected as a Microsoft Innovative Pathfinder School in 2009 and then
went on to be selected as a Microsoft Innovative Mentor School in 2010 and a Microsoft World Tour
School in 2009. Microsoft invites representatives from the innovative schools to attend the
Microsoft in Education Forums which bring together teachers and school leaders from around the
world to share best practices. Paul Cassar, the principal of Eunice High School and Leanne Singh, a
teacher who makes innovative use of technology in the classroom, attended the Microsoft in
Education Forum that was held in Washington DC, USA in November 2011.
They have been able to share their experiences with other schools in the Free State as part of a
project to localize and rollout a South African version of the Microsoft Innovative Schools materials.
The schools that have participated in this project include:
 Vulamasongo
 Moemedi
 Kaelang
 CommTech
 Kopanong

In March 2014 the Microsoft in Education Global Forum took place in Barcelona, Spain. The Forum
was attended by 260+ Microsoft Expert Educators; 150+ Governmental Education Leaders; 300+ Top
School Leaders from 75 countries including fourteen delegates from South Africa and Lesotho.

Paul Cassar and Jaqueline Truter represented Eunice High School, which had been selected as a Class
of 2014 World Tour School
The school leaders, ICT coordinators and teachers who participated in this track enjoyed learning
more about the innovative teaching practices deployed at the various schools. We were especially
proud of Paul Cassar who this year was asked to serve as a mentor to other schools participating in
the program for the first time. We believe that Paul’s experiences at Eunice are an example of how
much can be achieved at a public African school when there is a committed leader at the helm,
supported by passionate staff.
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3.6

Microsoft supported conferences and events in Free State

Free State: ICT in the Classroom showcase
On Saturday 27 April 2013 the University of the Free State hosted over 250 teachers with the aim of
inspiring them to use ICT in education. Hlengiwe Mfeka ran a session on “Multimedia in the
Classroom” showcasing examples of where teachers have used multimedia to enhance teaching and
learning. The highlight of the presentation was a tour of Partners in Learning Network where
teachers were shown the range of free tools that they could use to incorporate multimedia into their
lessons. After a short description and demo of how the tools work teachers were asked to think of
ideas for incorporating some of the tools into their lessons and small prizes were given to teachers
who shared their ideas. Lastly teachers were assisted to sign up for the Partners in Learning Network
and motivated to use the tools and to become active participants.

Free State: SchoolNet ICT in the Classroom Conference
During this conference, which took place at the
University of Free State between 2 – 4 July 2013,
Microsoft personnel manned a stand at which
teachers were shown Windows 8 on tablets and
phones and were encouraged to sign up for the
Partners in Learning Network. Microsoft’s Victor
Ngobeni and Angela Schaerer also did
presentations that showcased various Microsoft offerings. One of the highlights of the conference
was the Microsoft sponsored cocktail evening. This evening included a call to become an Innovative
School and a demonstration of how Windows 8 tablets and phones could be used to enhance
learning.

Conclusion and Recommendations
The Free State is a good example of what can be achieved through the combined efforts of Microsoft
Partners in Learning; the Free State Department of Education; SchoolNet SA; Vodacom Foundation
and the ICTise Unit of the University of Free State. Through the various contributions of these
stakeholders a large number of school leaders in this province have received quality training that
forms part of a holistic learning pathway. It is hoped that through the Department of Education’s
ongoing commitment to training as well as that capacity built at the Vodacom supported ICT
resource centre and through other Microsoft initiatives that this rollout will continue. The
achievements of innovative teachers such as Anita van Vuuren and Michelle van Wyk and Innovative
Schools such as Eunice High School are a credit to the province and proof that if provided with an
opportunity Free State schools and teachers are amongst the best in the country, if not the world.
We look forward to working with the Department of Education, Microsoft and other stakeholders to
continue to offer professional development opportunities in Free State.
Megan Rademeyer
Programmes Manager
May 2014
SchoolNet SA – May 2014
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